
From: Handbook of h e r .  Indians, etc.  pp. 63-66. 

(Probably from Spachur 'enemy' the ~ & i  name f o r  the h'avaho, who were designated 

@Apaches de Nabajun by the ear ly  Spaniards i n  N.M.) 

d number of t r ibes  forming the most southerly group of the Athapascan family. 

The name has been applied a l s o  t o  some unrelated Yuman tr ibes ,  a s  the Apache 

Pohave ( ~ a v a p a i )  and Apache Puma. The Apache c a l l  themselves N1de, ~Yng, ~ynde ,  

o r  Inde, 'people. ' (see ~thapascan.  ) 

They were evidently not so numerous about the beginning of the 17th century 

a s  i n  recent times, t h e i r  numbers apparently having been increased by captives 

from other t r ibes ,  par t icular ly the Pueblo, Pima Papago, and other peaceful Indians, 

as  well as  from the settlements of northern Mexico tha t  were gradually established 

within the t e r r i to ry  raidec! by them, although recent measurements (Hrd1icka)seem 

t o  indicate unusual freedom from foreign admixture. They were f i r s t  mentioned )$f/ 

a s  Apches by &te i n  1598, 

although Coronado i n  1541 met the ~uerechos (the Vaqueros of Benavides, and 

probably the JicariLlas and Mescaleros of modern times) on the plains 

of E. New Mexico and W. Texas, but there is  no evidence tha t  the Apache reached 

s o  f a r  west as Arizona u n t i l  a f t e r  the middle of the 16th century. 

From the time of the Spanish colonization of New Mexico u n t i l  within twenty 

years they have been noted f o r  t h e i r  warlike disposition, raiding white and 

Indian settlements al ike,  extending the i r  depredations as  f a r  southward a s  Jalisco, 

Mexico. 

No group of t r ibes  has caused greater confusion t o  writers, from the f a c t  

tha t  the popular names of the t r ibes  are  derived from some loca l  or temporary 

habitat ,  owing t o  t h e i r  sh i f t ing  propensities, o r  were given by the Spaniards on 


