
Once the  gubl ic  were informed t ha t  the Army had v io la ted  the  Treaty of 1855 

(though as a matter of f a c t  none of the  hos t i l e  ch i e f s  h& ever signed t ha t  document) 

the mi l i t a ry  were discredi ted ,  =d i n  framing the  Treaty of Le-rsmie i n  1868 the 

v i s ionar ies  had a f ielZI dsy. They made a p e a t  pretense of negotiat ing the  t r e a ty  

and allowing Red Clo7.d and the other  ch ie f s  to  have a say i n  framing it. A s  a matter 

of f a c t ,  the  t r e a t y  w a s  cot  p r o ~ e r l y  explained t o  the  Indisns; there  was no negotia- 

t i on ;  they simply touched the pen and took t h e i r  presents ,  s a t i s f i e d  by the with- 

drawal of the  t roops  from the  Powder River country, They s e t  no g rea t  s to re  by scraps 

of paper, such  agreements being e n t i r e l y  a l i en  t o  a l l  t h e i r  .Jars of thought. Bnt they 

hL2d seen the troops pll out snd the f o r t s  dismeatled, they were t o l d  they could 

have t h e i r  t r aders  wain. 2hak w;mt counted. 

A s  a matter of f a c t ,  the t r e a t y  rzn t o  soae sevezteen a r t i c l e s  m d  2rovided f o r  

peace, f o r  the punishment of offenders white =a Indian, es tabl ished a Sioux reserva- 

t i on  corresponding rovgbly t o  m Dakota Terr i tory  west of the 14issourl Piver,  made 

provision f o r  individual  laud-holding by Indians, e l i ena t ion  and descent of property, 

schools, faslaing too l s ,  egency employees, medical care,  annu i t i e s  aad l ives tock,  a 

census of the Indians, constnrct ion of ra i l roads ,  wagon r o d s ,  and m a i l  s t a t ions .  The 

t r e a t y  abroge.ted till previous t r e a t i e s  with the  Indians a d  w a s  fraaed t o  provide that  

the rea f te r  no t r e a t y  wo-iLd be valiO unless  signed by three-fourths of the adul t  a a l e s  

of the  Sioux, This f an t a s t i c  nrovision, wkick: took no accoUt of Sioux customs, was 

t o  make plenty of trouble f a r  ever;iboQr i n  the  years  t o  come. 

But the  f r a ae r s  of t he  t r e a ty ,  not s a t i s f i e d  with giving the  S i o x ~ ~  such a huge 

reservat ion,  put one over or, the Am-J and the  ?Jestern frontiersmen i n  Ar t i c le  11 and 

Ar t i c l e  16, 8s follows: , 

"Article 11, In considerat ion of the advantages and bene f i t s  conferred by t h i s  

t r e a ty ,  and the  many pledges of f r i s n c s h i : ~  by tke Unite& Sta tes ,  the t r i b e s  who a r e  

p a r t i e s  t o  t h t s  egreement hereby s t i pu l a t e  t h a t  they w i l l  re l inquish  &i r i g h t  t o  

occupy permanently the  t e r r i t o r y  outside their reservat ion as kereir? defined,but yet  


