
In 1874 a few famil ies  under Chicf Arlee werc persuaded t o  move. The 
following year f i f t e e n  more f m i l i e s  follov~3d. Each yeqr d t z r  thct  r. few 
morc mov~d, Finclly i n  1891 Chief Charlo with h i s  f ~ w  rzmaining famil ies  do- 
c'dod tile :?, wns no use "holding outw longer so they a lso  l e f t  the  Bi t t e r roo t  
c3 A C S ? ~  T O  the  Flathead val ley,  Thus the  exodus of t he  Indicvls from the 
Bi t t e r roo t  country was completed. 

Mcanvrhile Montana hzd f i r s t  became a t e r r i t o r y  i n  1864, and a s t a t e  i n  
1890. 

Allotments i n  sevaral ty  was already bein.? made on various reservzt ions  
throughout the  country under the Gcnoral Allotment Act of 1887. This ac t  
provided a l so  t ha t  "so colladn surplus Indian lnnds might bs sold.  Hence, t 

it might be sa id  thn t  evsn before t he  Indirns  had n l l  removed t o  the  Flathead 
Reservation, laws had been snactzd by which par t  of t h e i r  ncw homi: could a lso  
bs disposcd of. 

Such disposelwas mads o cer ta in ty  by tho cc t  of April  23, 1904. This 
a c t  authorized the  survey and allatmdht i n  scvoPalty of tha l a d s  within the  
rsservat ion t o  the I n d i a s ,  a f t o r  hrh%kh t h o  r~mnifiing lands should be opened 
f o r  set t lement and entry  by procl&aeion of t he  P ~ c s i d o n t .  

Such a p r o c l m t i o n  vms duly is$hed oh May 2S1 1909. It prescribed t h e  
time and manner i n  which homostocd en t r i e s  mi&% be mode by non-Indians. 

Then bctvieon 1904 and 1910 a s e r i e s  of a c t s  vmre pcssod by Congress 
which s a t  r s ide  and reserved a t o t a l  of morc than 60,000 ilcrss within the  
reservation fo r  townsitcs, agency r e s x v e s ,  Bison rnngo, Catholic church, 
University of Montana, reservoir  s i t o s ,  power resorvos, c tc . ,  e tc .  Sonle of 
these  wcro paid fo r .  Some wero not .  

The Indians were a l so  cuthorized t o  s e l l  60 ccros of t h a i r  allotments 
if they were i r r i gab l c ,  and z l so  viere authorized t o  obtriin a patent  i n  f ee  
simplc . 

Othor l m d s  werc c l a s s i f i ed  nnd appraised m d  sold  t o  the  highcst bid- 
der ,  and sect ions  16 and 36 i n  ce r t a in  townships were grant& t o  t he  s t a t e  of 
Montonc f o r  school purposss. 

Thus between 1904 and 1934 a to t81  of more thon 6lQ,000 acras  of the  
Flathead Reservation passcc? out of Indian ovmcrship, Most o f  the best land 
in the  va l ley  was gonz . Tho mountain s ides  pad son3 of tho grazing 'and farm 
lands remninod. 

The "Wheeler-Hotmrd Actw was thon pcssed ( ~ u n e  18, 19341, it stopped 
tho cllotmont systan and disposal of Indizn lnnds,  In  f a c t  tinder t h i s  a c t  
192,424 Gcras  vmr9 rcstorod t o  the  Flsthsad t r i b s  by Exccutivo Ordor of 
Februcry 13, 1936. I n  nddition about 20,000 acros of grnzing lands i n  the  
va l ley  h o v ~  bean purchased and taken i n  t r u s t  f o r  thc  t r i b c .  

-- Agency Organization aC! Act i v i t  i c s  -- - 
A t  the present time the Flzfhoad-Egoncy-He~dqunrters i s  loccted on the 

banks of tho Flathead R i v m  about two n i lus  northeast  of Dixoq. It is or- 
gmized along the following l i ne s :  The Super int~ndont  is  tho' responsiblo of- 
f i c e r  i n  chorgo of all cc t i t i i t ios .  'lindor him thc  Chisf Clerk is  in  chnrgo of 


