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In 1874 a few families under Chief Arlee werc persuaded to move, The
following year fiftcen more families followed. Each year after thet = few
more movad, Finally in 1891 Chief Charlo with his fow remaining families de=-
cided thers was no use "holding out" longer so they also left the Bitterroot
axi cawe t0 the Flathead valley. Thus the exodus of the Indians from the
Bitterroot country was completed.

Meanwhile Montana had first became & territory in 1864, and a state in
1890,

Allotments in severzlty was already beinz made on various rescrvations
throughout the country under the Gencral Allotment Act of 1887. This act
provided also that "so callced" surplus Indian lands might be sold. Hence,
it might be said that even before the Indisns had =211 removed to the Flathead
Reservation, laws had been enacted by which part of their new home could also
be disposed of,

Such disposal was made a certainty by the act of April 23, 1904. This
act authorized the survey and allotmuht in severalty of the lands within the
reservation to the Indians, after whith the remaifilng lands should be opened
for settlement and entry by proclshation of the Presidont,

Such a proclamation was duly issued oh May 28; 1909. It prescribed the
time and manner in which homestead cntries might be made by non-Indians,

Then between 1904 and 1910 a scries of acts were passed by Congress
which set 2side and reserved a totel of morc than 60,000 acrcs within the
reservation for townsites, agency rescrves, Bison range, Catholic church,
University of Montana, reservoir sites, power reserves, ete., etec. Some of
these werc peaid for. Soms werc not.

The Indians werc alsc authorized to sell 60 scres of their allotments
if they werc irrigable, and 2lso were authorized to obtain a patent in fee
simple,

Other lands were classified and appraiscd and sold to the highest bid-
der, and sections 16 and 36 in certain townshlps were granted to the state of
Montunu for school purposes,

Thus between 1904 and 1934 a totsl of morc than 610,000 acres of the
Flathead Reservation passed out of Indian ownership. Most of the best land
in the valley was gone. The mountain sides and som> of the grazing and farm
lands remained, ‘ L

The "Wheeler-Howard Act™ was thon passed (June 18, 1954), it stopped
the allotment systom and disposal of Indion lands, In ract under this act
192,424 acres werc rcstored to the Flathead tribe by Exccutive Order of
Fcbrurry 13, 1936, 1In nddition about 20,000 acrss of grﬂ21ng lands in the
valley havo bezn purchased and token in trust for thn trlbb.

-= Agency Organization and Activities =--

At the present time the Flathoad-Agency-Headquarters is 1ocQted on the
banks of the Flothead River about two miles northesst of Dixon. It is or-
gcnized along the following lines: The Superintendent is tho' responsible ofe-
ficer in charge of all azctivities, Under him the Chief Clerk is in charge of



