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the small towns enjoy electrical service, but most of the farm homes includ-
ing many Indijan homes on the reservation are able and do take advantage of it
at rates well below those elsewhere in Montana. The Company pays the Flat-
head trihe a substantial sum of money each year for rental of the power site.
T 5 rentzl is fixed by the Federal Power Commission in their licenss to the
Montan Power Comrany. The money goes into the United States Treasury to the
credit of the tribe and is subject to appropriation by Congress for their
benefit.

-~ Historical Background --

For about 100 years before the government made its treaty with the Flat-
heads (Hell Gate Tresty 1855) the Hudson Bay Fur Company and, a little later
(1784), the Northwest Fur Company began to exert an influcnco on tho Flathcad
Indians. These companics, in trading for furs among the Plains Indians far-
ther east, furnished many firearms, ence, when the Blackfocts made raids on
the Flathcads to obtain horscs they had a great advantage bocausce of their
fircarms received from the fur companices, In sclf-defensc the Flatheads were
forced to reccognize the nccussity of making contact with the fur trading
posts. Prior to the yzar 1800, these contacts werc infrequent. In that year
David Thompson, an agent of thce Northwost Company for whom the city of Thomp-
son Falls is namcd, guidcd the first party to "Rocky Mountain Housc." (Noar
the Canadian line east of the Rockics). But from this timo on morc frequent
contacts werc made in spite of the resistance from other tribus, and morc

and morc trading took placc for guns, ammunition, tobacco, fish hooks, knives,

axes, and such othar articles as thc Flatheads could obtain from the trading
posts,

It may bz noted at this point that a party of Flathoads on thoir way to
tho Thrcc Forks Country to join the Shoshonec in Bison hunting met with mem-
bers of the Lewis and Clark Expedition in 1805, The meeting was bricf and
friendly and the oxpcdition obtained knowlcdge from them of the country west
of the Rocky Mountain Divide.

With incroasing competition botween thc two British Fur Companics, the
Hudson Bay Company and thc Northwest Company, it bocame necassary to open up
new ficlds, This task was underteken by a group of able men reproscnting the
Northwest Company. David Thompson, who is mcntioned sbove, was perhaps the
most notable among them,

In 1809, Thompson esteblished Kullyspel Houso on Laks Pend 4! Orcille
and the first Saleesh Housc near tho present sitc of Thompson Falls, Montana,
These posts henceforth offored trading facilities to the Flathead Indians.

The Hudson Bay Compeny and the Northwest Company morged in 1821 under
the o0ld namc of the Hudson Bay Company. They abandoned thoir policy of dc-
pending upon the Indians to sustain their fur tradc. Large trapping ex-~
peditions werc organized instead and sent out to rangoe the country for furs.
Iroquois Indians from the cast were brought into the Flathcad country in the
hope that their example would encoursge the westorn Indians to do more trap-
ping. TFort Connah was established »n Post Creck in the Flathead valloy
somctime in the 1840's. It was onc of the Hudson Bay posts and was opoerated
by Angus McDonald who is thc ancestor of one of the prominent Indian families
on the reservation today.

Written rccords of the Flathead country bogin about the time the Socisty
of Jesus founded the Mission at St. Ignetius in 1854,
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