
the  small t o m s  enjoy e l e c t r i c a l  se rv ice ,  but most of t he  farm homes includ- 
ing many Indian homes on t he  reservation a re  able and do take advantage of it 
a t  r a t e s  well below those elsewhere i n  Montana. The Company pays the F la t -  
head t r i b  a subs tan t ia l  sum of monoy each year f o r  r e n t a l  of t h e  power s i t e .  
r . ,  . , rnntc is fixed by the  Fedoral Power Commission i n  t h e i r  l i c anse  t o  the  
lvfontan. Power Company. The money goes i n to  the  United S t a t e s  Treasury t o  the  
c r ~ d i t  of the t r i b e  and is  subject  t o  appropriation by Congress f o r  t h e i r  
benef i t  . 

His to r i ca l  Emckground 

For about 100 years before the government made i ts t r ~ a t y  with the Fla t -  
heads ( H o l l  Gate Treaty 1855) the Hudson Bay Fur Company and, a l i t t l e  l a t e r  
(1784), the Northvrest mr Company began t o  exert  an influonco on tho F l a t h ~ a d  

, 

Indians. Those companies, i n  t rading f o r  f u r s  among tha  P la ins  Indians far-  
t h e r  c a s t ,  furnished many firearms. Hdncz, when t h e  Blackfoc ts mado r a i d s  on 

I 

the  Flatheads t o  obtain horsos they had a groat advantage bccausa of t h e i r  
f ircarms r3ceived from the f u r  compctni~s. I n  s c l f - d e f c n s ~  the  Flathdads wcrs 
forc3d t o  recognize thz  n9cassity of making contact t i i th  t h e  f u r  t rad ing  
posts.  P r i o r  t o  the  yGar 1800, these contacts vmro infmquent,  I n  tha t  yem 
Dovid Thompson, an ogcnt of tho Northrwst Company f o r  vrhom tho c i t y  of Thomp- 
son F d l s  is nmod, g u i d d  thi: f i r s t  par ty  t o  "Rocky Mountnin Housc," ( N . 3 8 ~  

the Canadian l ina  e a s t  of thz  Rockius), But from t h i s  t i m u  on moro froquent 
contacts wGrG.mada i n  s p i t 3  of t h ~  r e s i s t a n c ~  from o th s r  t r i b > s ,  and moro 
and mora t rading took placi: f o r  guns, amn1unition, tobacco, f i s h  hooks, ALniv2s, 
axss,  and such o t b r  a r t i c l e s  a s  thz  Flathaads could obtain from t h ~  t rading 
pos t s  . 

It may b3 noted o t  t h i s  point  t ha t  a par ty  of Flatheads on t h u i r  way t o  . I 
tho Throz Forks Country t o  join tho Shoshonc i n  Bison hunting met with mom- 
bers of thr: Lewis and Clark Expedition i n  1805. Ths meeting was br ief  and 
f r i end ly  and the  expadition obtained knovrledgo from them of tho country west 
of the  Rocky Mountain Divide. 

With incrors ing cornpotition bstwecn thu two Br i t i sh  Fur Companies, tho 
Hudson Bay Company and tho Northwest Company, it boccie ncc2ssnry t o  open up 
new f i c ld s .  This task xms undertakzn by a group of able mon rcrprosznting the  
Northwest Company. David Thonipson, who i s  mentioned above, was parhaps the  I 

most notable among them, 

In  1809, Thompson established Kullyspol House on L a k  Pcnd d' Or3i l le  
and the  first Snlcesh Housc near thz prcsdnt s i t o  of Thompson F a l l s ,  Montana. 
Those posts  henceforth offcrcd t rad ing  f a c i l i t i s s  t o  tho Flathoad Indians. 

Tho Hudson Bay Company and the Northv~ost Conpany norgzd i n  1821 undor 
the old  namo of thc  Hudson Bay Compcmy. They abandoned t h d i r  policy of de- 
pending upon thc Ind ims  t o  sus ta in  t h e i r  f u r  tmdo.  Largs trapping ex- 
pedi t ions  wers orgcnizcd instead m d  s3nt out t o  rmga tho country f o r  furs .  
Iroquois Indians from the  2ast varo brought i n to  tha F l a t h ~ a d  country i n  tho 
hope that  t h e i r  example would cncourag,: tha w z s t ~ r n  Indions t o  do more t rap-  
ping. For t  Connah was established In Post  Creek i n  thc  Flathead va l lay  
somotimc i n  tho 1840's. It was ons of thct Hudson Bey posts  snd vms opjratod 
by Angus McDonald who is thz cu l c~s to r  of ont, of tho prominsnt Indian f m i l i o s  
on tho rdssrvation today. 

IYritten records of tho Flathucd country b ~ g i n  about tho t i n e  th.: Society 
of  Jesus  fouflded the Mission c t  S t .  Ignr t ius  i n  1854. 


