
There, a re  1.5 small towns or  white s e t  tlemants on t he  reservation.  A 
l ist  of these towns is given oh page 8. Polson is the  l a rges t ,  It has a 
population of 2100 people. It is located on t h e  south shore of Flathaad 
Lake. BolL-in with a papulation of 1500 is most cen t ra l ly  locatod with re- 
E ~ J C ~  To roads, e tc .  It was named a f t o r  Agant Pe t e r  Ronan who was i n  charge 
of t he  Indian Ag~ncy from 1873 t o  1893. A l i s t  of superintender&s s ince  
1859 is given on page 8 .  

More Indians l i v e  i n  o r  ncar the  town of S t .  Ignat ius ,  than i n  any othor 
v i l l a g s  or settlement on tho reservation.  This town is the hom~ of  tho old 
Catholic Mission f i r s t  established i n  1854. It cons i s t s  now of an Indian 
school and hosp i ta l  i n  addit ion t o  t h e  regular  church a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a lso  
includes a large  f a r m  and dairy.  I 

The only other l o c a l i t y  on the  reservation whcro the  Indians a re  grouped 
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t o  any extont is i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Big Arrn o r  Elmo. Most of what is l e f t  
of the Kootenai band l i v e  i n  t h i s  l oca l i t y .  

Climate : 
_II_ 

Tho climate of t h e  Flathead Roscrvation is not severe. The mean annual 
r a i n f a l l  i n  the  valleys ranges from 12 t o  25 inches. See page 11 f o r  ac tua l  
r a i n f a l l  s ince 1909. It is  d i s t r ibu ted  f a i r l y  uniformally throughout the 
year. Tho temperature ranges from minus 24 degrees t o  98 dqgees .  Tho an- 
nual  mean temparaturc f o r  1943 was 43.6'. The f r o s t  f r e e  # season ranges 
*om 116 t o  136 days. Tho heaviest snowPall recorded i n  tho va l leys  is 37.3 
inches. Tho pr inc ipa l  crops grown arc  grain ,  hay, peas,  and sugar beets. 

The bcsarvation is  mountainous. Tho mountains a re  c o v e r ~ d  with timber, 1 

But the  f l d o r  of t h s  va l leys  is  f a i r l y  f l a t  wLth same r o l l i n g  h i l l s *  Ir- 
r iga t ion  i s 'p rac t iced  ~ x t e n s i v e l y  on the f l a t t e r  lands ,  but good wheat crops 
aro grown on some of the mors productive s o i l s  without i r r i ga t i on ,  

1t' i s - s s i d  t ha t  the  mountains and h i l l s  of t h i s  region wore fonned by 
upheavcls a4d folding of the ea r th ' s  c r u s t ,  followcd by a period of volcanic 
act ion,  which.in turn  was followed by a g l a c i a l  age. The g l a c i s r s  rounded 
off the h i l l s ,  formed tho small ponds o r  wpot-holosw and l e f t  what is ca l led  
the Post  Creek and Polson moraines. I 

e 

Most o) t h ~  s o i l s  'hcvve dovelopod i n  place by the  na tura l  w ~ a t h c r i n g  of 
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the parent rock o r  mater ia ls ,  Very l i t t l e  a l l u v i a l  s o i l  i s  prcsont. What 
there  is cons i s t s  of recent ly  accumulatad stream-laid sediments. But the  
nat ive  s o i l s  havo developed undor a f a i r l y  hcavjr p r a i r i e  grgss vegetation 
and str@ dark colored and well supplied with organic matter. The l i g h t e r  
colored s o i l s  include thoso i n  tho Lonepine ana '~ound  Butte areas.  They 
ore important i n  t he  production of a l f a l f a  and grass  lands f o r  l ives tock.  

Land. Tenure: 

A'bdut ond-half of tho land i n  t he  Flathead Reservation is hold i n  t r u s t  
by t he  U n i h d  S t a t e s  f o r  the  Indims.  The other  hal f  is i n  white ownorship 
and non-trust s t a tus .  In addit ion t o  the "trust lands* the  government has 
resorvod approximately 60,000 acres  fo r  w i ld l i f e  refuges,  reservoir  s i t e s ,  
agency resorvos, power roservcs,  o tc ,  Some uso by tho Indians Is pormittcd 
on a par t  of those reserves ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  the power r a semzs ,  but e l l  of the= 
reserved lands are not t o  be considered a p a r t  of t h e  Indian land holdings, 


