
Suar Danee is /he an%br~pologist~@ tern For the &nnuu3 rs- 
Z i ~ i o u s  oPPerfng of' the pla ins  X~diaa  tribes to t h e i r  sky gods. 
The early fur-Lra&es@ in the H~rthwe~L named 1% t h e  Medicine 
Lotlgs, the adjgctfve i n  t h i s  easb haviag a spiritual neaaing, 
As appl%%d to tb BlaekfseL tribesQffPsring, I t  would seem 
to ba t he  better termp for 8aaaing I s  the leas t  % a p s s t a t  part af 
its cera~lnial rites, The Blackfeat n w  f o r  it is O-kan* , a d  they 
say %ha% the meaning of t ' s  word has bsen los-t;, 33% Zt seem:; to  be 
sleep, or dretam for closely a2lied to it are, ols-skan' (Bia  s l e e p ) ;  
end opup* a k a [  ( h i s  vision slsept. 

The&@tZfalns EotI~r3, as ws shall  ooatfnu~ t o  c a l l  i t ,  93 Lhe 
retsult of a vow Sun, 89th tihe Camvs, SPowc, Cheyr~nnes, 
and Amgiakos, a e TO%, but with the BlacWect h t ia a 
worn=, for L t =as a warnu, TrialZ-F@a%h@rn ;"s'r=lmatxz, who, even =re tharn 
Scar-F8oe, tarought from Swrs himstslf th@ request % h a t  the psraple 
sh~uld Build 99; Par h i m  and h i s  w%Pe an8 son, do is it that, when a 
r v o m T  s hudbaad, eon, ar other near ref~%tive is %flZ, or oFi  to w.ra,r 
and in great danger', she m y ,  if pure s l d  v%rWous, publicly vaw %s 
Sun that;, if he a 2 l l  l i r e @  waU %bas siok one, or help the &bstrwt; one 
to BUTP~VB a l l  dmgars, she ~3.11 in the ng swaer build a 
&@diein@ Lodge. If mre %hem one mmn a %he vow Zn the course 
0% a yeas, i t  f -  the firs% one off t h m  who Pa the areal loage-g;tver 
a d  the  O % ~ @ P B  hi8 81553%8%&~8;8~ 

I AS of aLB rsveqy sw~rler, eaoh tribe of %ha conf&@r&cy guts 
up a M9dicine Lodger: %Plo alackfeet, east of Clergary, fa this 3lsttlertr 
and a f  J w a ;  the 3 k u t n i  (&unta%n Blackfeet) , July Ices 10; the 
Bloods, July LO $0 20i and the Worth B i h ? n i  zt&t aftcr  the Slood 

af es ,  T%af toss in OXacker 2ark rand in ?fatertom Lakes lark 
can httemd the  intsrest%ng csr~monies daZlg, &a iL is buL wa hourta 
drive to the P i h f n i  ceremonials, and less than two hours fo those 
of the Bloode end iisr%h ?Pku*nl on thefr respectfve reservations, 

Tbe idbdieinr Lodge oeremnial. rits@ of the four %rSbeksi dif- 
fer sao3ewh::t;, in rai nurnt3er of Bbtal ls ,  hnthropolo&sts b v s  racordead 
Z;ko&ts of the P i ' h * n i  (&uinta%n B1ackieeL), sa ws glva herertrltfr 
%hose of the iCaaS?aa fBloo8s) , E ~ B  we have witneszs38 then for sevslsekl. 
suztasrs, camping r igh t  with the t ~ i b a  the aa&ol& t b m ,  

In each of the Four tribes there 2s a mdfofns  ral2, or bmdbls, 
lazm8 the 2;atoats (m-TEfZqP?) , which -8% bcs owned by Lhe sacred 
.s~mtm who has vows8 t o  build "Lhe NMic%n@ LoBge. If ah< hamT% it, 
she antst puruhase it from I t s  owner, the sacred warn;& 02 the p~@v%ous 
s m @ s , . ~ r h o  then becoacr~ her mther, and assists her %n fuXff-lLing 
her v@w8 teaching her such parts  oS: the rZtes aa she has t o  haam, 
partfculsrly the saored Bongs, 

In the 10ag ago, prevfo~;s, t o  the %im@ set for the beginniag 
sf the %%&$cine Lodges coremonies the hmntsr~i brou&t to the saored 
woman and her assistants one hunared btzff'alo tonye., @h.hich they 
cut i s t o  thin sheets and drisa fop saorj,f$oial food* -for 3~ ii said to -,car-Paoe that  buffalo t onyes  rere sacred food, hi s  ~ 0 4 ,  


