
fn ~ U I ~ M I ~ Z - y  then, testinrony advanceid by R1?ckfoot inform-nts su,gest 

%he employrsent a% infrequent intervals of native mortuary prac-tices which 

&:ht h?vs given rise to t h e  strange confirrura*fons known as mdicine wheel&?, 

r'tnetiler the few Uthic  mkers  found scaC',ered in 3ontana and Alberta can 

actua33.y be derived f roa  such 2ractices hara yet to be detemined. ff such 

would grow Lo be %he case, it would indicate Ghat t h e  medicine wheels in 

Sontana are scatrcaly older than the beginning of the nineteetlth, century. 

ii'urtiher, such ran explanation, i t  should be pointed out, cannot be amlied to 

these :~heno.t.r?m tf-irou&aut Lhair area of distribu%ion, nka",ver that rsay 

prove to be, but only to th~ose situated in #ha*, nas formerly 8l'i~kTwt 

Ltsrritory, Those located be;.o~c! t h i s  region must obviously Ss studied in- 

dep~nde:ltly and in % m a s  of tit7 n+t i v s  cu1:t~res of t h e i r  own areas. 


