
JGLfR?IA% CF 2'36 .?ASJlIW T *I P,C:"lDF4fl @' :-SIEPfC:B Vol * u, 1954, 80. 5 UP@ 

Stone Hawifcine wheelsn i n  southern Alberta and the aaacent portion of 
vbd# 

Pontana: Rere they designed a s  grave twrtcers? Thomas 2'. Eehos, l u s s u ~ i  of 
the Pf aina f ndian, Srom~ing, &ant. (Cmzunicated by Claude h. gchaeff er. ) 

During the course of archeological field uark in and about the Blackfeet 

Resomation o f  gonterna, I obtained informt ion  from a local  Indian suggesting 

s pasasiblo explanation of tho orf gin and function uf the stone *mdicine 

wheelow B4ocfe-m Plains archeelogists sees inclined t o  regarc! Lhc medicine 

~ 7 h  el as an aberrant f o m  o f  t i ~ i  ring, ~ritf iout suggesting any plaus ibb 

explanation of its o r i 3 n a l  In vie% of this fact, it seems ad- 

xhl?oy (19% .. 137) artvars +,o regwd the medfcine wheel as a farn 
of tipi ring. Rof faan (1953,p.2) raaintaina tha t  tipi rings should be 
dkst '-r,guisk9d in for3 and nqe, f rm wdicfne #heels. Weither he nor 
H~17og definikely c~miii5 tkem~efves as to She function of either. 

vi;able to r~col-4 such data ~ t s  I have been able t c  col2ec-t from various sour- 

A xadicinct ih-L leay 52 del'inod for our imrpose as a c:inirn or circle of 

stme (occasionally concentric cf rcles) fro% t h e  center elf w h i ~ h  radiate a 

ssrfcs -3f rma of other stones. LiLhic zsrrangeaents of tnis sort are of in- 

freacfint occurrence i n  the Plains area of Ecfontami and Alberta iaxediatsly 

east, of the Rocky Bountdns. Only t w i .  such nedicine wne-la ;have been regortad 

to 33 knowlac?ge w i t h i n  the St~te of  Montana. T a a t  such pneno'wna o c - w  

adjacent st,aiea fs knm, however, by reports from Zyoaing and Saskatcht?wan. 

Traditions of certain prac ices aescciated with death or burial among 

the 9 lackfod  Ins!%ans may serve to account for  the ex is~anca  of mdicine 

v?her>ls 9x3 those areas f o m r l y  oecup5ed by the three tribes. My first clue 
t 

to these mortuary rites was obtained in 1953 frm Adaz mite M2:;, an aged 

Sauth Piegan Indfarr resident near %owning, %onto Aftor describing the 

cus:oo! o f  his forbears in usin2 circles of stones t o  hold do,un the  Baaes 

of . he i r  conicta'  kin fodgec, &darn was infited to eosai~1ent upon the sketch 

of  a n d i e i n s  aheol. His rt3acLion %as as follows: 


