
Testimony Senate Comm. 1883. pp.61-82: 

PHLLIY tiELLS ( I n t e rp r e t e r ) .  

The Indians having assembled, a  shor t  council  was h e l d ,  with Ph i l i p  

Wells a s  In terpre ter .  

By the  Chairman ( t o  the  i n t e rp r e t e r ) :  

Question. Give your f u l l  name. - mswer, P h i l i p  Wells. 

&. Are you the  i n t e rp r e t e r  here? - A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long have you keen i n t e rp r e t e r  here? - A. Since the  spring of 1880; t h a t  

is, t o  make a regular  business of it. 

Q. W i l X  you t e l l  these Indians t h a t  we have come from Washington, where the 

Great Father l i v e s ,  t o  have a f r i end ly  t a l k  with them. Be have not  come t o  

mice any new agreement with them. Fie have only come t o  t a l k  t h e i r  a f f a i r s  

over with them. ;ie want t o  know how they a r e  ge t t i ng  along and what they want. 

We want t o  see  i f  anything i s  going wrong with them, and we want them to  answer 

a l l  our questions jus t  a s  they want t o ,  so  a s  t o  have us understaud about 

them. If avgthing i s  wrong we want t o  finow about it, and no hhrm w i l l  come 

t o  any one of them f o r  anything he Bays t o  us. Ask them i f  they have any one 

of t h e i r  number whom they would l i k e  t o  have t a l k  with us. iisk them i f  they 

w i l i  not s e l e c t  four o r  f i ve  of t h e i r  nmber  who w i l l  t a l k  t o  us, and t e l l  

us what they want. (No response.) Ask thern i f  they have selected anybody t o  t a l k  

t o  us. 

j Q G L d  CsW. 

Eagle Claw spoke a s  follows: Bdy fa the r  s i t t i n g  the re  (pointing t o  the  chair- 

-), I want you t o  hear me. 

f ind another man like_&lm, I am glad -LO think t h a t  your v i s i t  here w i l i  be 
L-" -,-,"..-- _ " -- - 

something t o  my benef i t  i n  the  future.  You [addressing the  Indians) ,  my f r iends  

.around here,  must not  t a l k  fool ishly ,  but with wisdom. Our country is small and 

t is  very precious t o  us,  but the Great Father i s  r ich ,  and h i s  lands a r e  a s  

mwug as the blades of grarrs, so I want you t o  be gu i l t y  of  no bad t a l k ,  but 


