
stil l  hoeing and working i n  the f i e l d s ,  altk-ou& it i s  evident they 
cannot possibly m i a e  anything. L a s t  year, a lso,  t he i r  crops 
were almost a t o t a l  fa i lure .  As  it  is, some ext ra  provision must 
be made f o r  t h i s  peo-ple during the irinter, or trouble w i l l  come. 
I t   ill req-cire a t  l ezs t  1,000,000 pounds of beef to keep them from 
suffering, Unless t'fiis i s  furnished, or  they f i n d  plenty of buffalo 
(the l a t t e r  even hardly to  be look fo r ) ,  they csnnot be ?revented from 
comnitting depredations on stock asherever they can f ind  it. 

m e i r  crops mst be watered during the groping season, 
or  fam,ilzg migh.t as ~nel l  be abandoned here. A f i e l d  of 1,000 
acres on the r iver  tot ton near the agency can be thorou&ly i r r iga ted  by 
a ditch vrhich cou.i:! be dug by the Indians f o r  929 i n  provisions, to cost 
shout tfrree or  four those-ml dollars.  From t h i s  f i e l d  e n o w  vegetables 
and breadstuffs could be raised eve r j  year to s u ~ ~ l y  a l l  t k ~ i r  v a t s  i n  
tha t  l ine.  This outlay ~ o u l d  be a great econornv, a s  otherr ise ,  i f  these 
Indians are  t o  reaain where t:.ey a re  they will'have' t o  be fed ent i rely by 
the Government, as they cmurot be expected to  succeed i n  f a m i r ~  where a 
hit e man muld  starve . 

The agent i n  chcrge of Port Belknap kency ,  the home of the 
Groa Ventres and Assinaboines, also adjoining the Blackfeet, m i t e s  under 
date of 21st ultimo: 

Bane on tcis reservetion i s  lsractically exhausted. My 
Indians maw of -&om have la te ly  returned t o  the cgency from hunting, a l l  
concur i n  t h i s  btatement, the t ru th  of vihicln i s  established by my o m  
observetion and by a reoort of an off icer  of the United States A m  &o 
has l a t e ly  nade an extended e q e d i t i o n  over the reserve. 

A@ Indians a re  already comin,~ i n  evez-y day compl&ining 
of hunger, but I can feed then very l i t t l e  as the winter w i l l  soon be here 
when they r u s t  be fed or they w i l l  starve and. c o m i t  depredations. To di- 
vide the sup9lies of f lou r  and beef furnished f o r  the year,  viz., 100,000 
pounds 2f the former an& 180,000 ~ounds  of the l a t t e r ,  into f i f t y - t m  par t s  
vould allow but about one pun& of f lour  and tvro pounds of beef,  gross, 
per week to each person. m i l e  there was nlenty of gaqe t h i s  coxild be made 
to  do, but now I I confronted with a problec; vhicn i t  i s  a l m o s t  I ~ ~ o s s i b l e  
f o r  rce to solve; and unless some assistznce i s  rendered i n  tirne, I f ea r  the 
question of vhebher i t  is  cheaper to  feed or t o  f igh t  Indiens w i l l  have another 
t e s t ,  If the Government ewec t s  ever to  make t h i s  peogle self-sustaining, i t  
must furnish means to  e t a r t  them i n  the r ight  way, viz: by s u p ~ l y i n g  the i r  
vants f o r  the present, and ass i s t ing  them, by i r r iga t ion ,  & c., to  l i v e  by 
f rmling i n  the neer future. 

Fff o r t s  have been made to  establish agency kerds f o r  these Indians, 
but mi* very goor success, as they camot he prevented from k i l l i n g  the 
c a t t l e  &en driven to do so by hunger. 


