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p.91-92-93, Crow agency, b n t s n a ,  July 29, 1879, A.B, Keller 

The Indians under my charge are  the Mountain Crows and the River 
Crows, t w o  sewra te  t r i b a l  organizations speaking one l~mguage* and d o s e  
t radi t ions,  habi ts ,  and custms,  modes of l iv ing ,  and disposit ion are  
identical.  The Yountain Crows number 2,150 souls and the Eiver Crows about 
1,150, and together they are able to  put into t'ne f i e l d  about 900 warriors. 
?hey a r e  wild t r ibes  without acknowledged leaders, Two qualifications a r e  
indispensable t o  chieftainship, viz ,  force of character and the a b i l i t y  
to  d i s ~ e n s e  hospi ta l i ty  around the wigwam f i r e ;  any one m y  therefore be 
a chief &o can meet these requirements and seam a following. Hence the 
Mole  t r ibe  a re  bro'kennr, into b a ~ d s  of from ten to  tZlirtjr lodges. Bnt 
l i t t l e  auYuority i s  exercised o r  possessed by any ckief over h i s  followera. 
They a re  mercurial a1.3 nornadic and vem rarely remain long i n  any one camp. 
During the period that  they nere encamped at the agency last winter (four 
months), they changed c a p  three times. 

%en grass begins to  grow i n  t h e  spring they a l l  s i &  f o r  the ex- 
citement of the chase, s t r ike t h e i r  tents ,  and, l i k e  a -and am, aove 
out upon tLe broa? pra i r ies  to  engage i n  the i r  snnner h a t ,  which they 
keep up u n t i l  ziA-sunrmer, when they return to the agency, dress the i r  
hides, make the i r  lodges, and reaain u n t i l  f a l l ,  &en robes 
a re  .good, nhen they go out t o  k i l l  the buffalo and secure the robes 
and dry rrreat, which constitute the i r  stock intrade. So soon 
as t h i s  hunt i s  coacluded, which usually runs to  the middle of J~rruary 
tiley return t o  the agency, tan  the i r  robes, draw the i r  annuities, and 
enJoy themselves singing an& dancing, with 2 h i l a r i t y  urnown to  any 
other >eagle on the continent. 

Whatever may be said to  the  contrary, they are  the devoted friends 
of the wbite race, and have been our a l l i e s  i n  a l l  the Indian wars of t'nis 
section. They are  comparatively easy t o  control,  and taere i t  not f o r  the 
meddlesone intereference of the designing white men with wl10m they coze in- 
to  contact, the task aould not be nearly so arduous. !&ey look upon 
the ~ n i t e  race as being superior, and naturally l i s t e n  to them; hence the 
irn~ortance of excluding frog thr: reservation the indolent, vicious, cor- 
rapt  vagabonds vho in fes t  t he i r  camps t o  demoralize them and consume the i r  
rations. 

r n I R  GRIEVrnCES, 
A s  developed i n  ccr ;~i l~i l ,  several of vere held i n  the winter 

and spring, were the trespasses ont ie i r  l a d s  by h n t e r s ,  trappers, pros- 
pecters, ranchen,  tirnberthieves, trairelers, 2nd drove~s.  They say that 
the Great Fether (the president) agreed to keep ~ h i t e  men off of i t ,  and 
that  the & i t e  men at tlheir +t.lrber, destroy the grass,  and fr ighten the 
game awajr. I at once gave notice to  a31 trespassers that  t'nese irregulari- 
t i e s  must cease, and an grat i f ied to  say t h a t  they have almost en t i re ly  
d4sappeared. Some c o ~ u l a i n t  m s  made against the order of December 23, 1878, 
issued from the honorable Comissionerts Office, forbidding the Indians 
going beyond the l imi ts  of the reservation, but not a single locige has since 
been pitc5ed beyond the Yellourstone. 

r n I B  m m m ,  
Aside f ron f obes and camp equipage, c o  r s i s t s  a L ~ o s t  exclusively 

of horses and mules, of ~ k i c h  they have about 12,000 head. Eave urged 
the: t o  convert a portion of tfiis stock into ca t t l e ,  and have shorn them 
that  i n  a few years they 3i&t becone i&epen$ent by a o w r i ~  cat t le .  In  
order to  fur ther  stimulate the3, I have asked t'ne authority to  issue to  
each one a fev he i fers  plith which to  s t a r t  a herd, yrovided that  
they sho~. l l~~ f i r s t  locate thernselvea n?on ranches, 'Phey know nothin3 of 
c o n . i p m %  1-0-ases, a d  I would recornend that  a portion of the preamt 


