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Dri f t  f ng Goose 

u d e r  Dri f t ing Goose, about twenty years ago, l i ved  
and followed the buffalo on the Jzmes River, vhere they a l s o  planted a l i t t l e  
corn. These l a rge ly  i nLcmar r i ed  with and becme e l ~ s e l y  re la ted  t o  the Sisse- 
tons. A f ev  years ago Dr i f t ing  Goose an2 h i s  band l e f t  Crow Creek and encamped 
on the  James miAmy betaeen the  two agencies, f r o a  50th of w5ich they managed 
i n  sorne way t o  keep sup:~l ied .  ihey a l sn ted  E l i t t l e  corn at a place knom as the  
Earth Lodges, end contributed a l i t t l e  t o  t h e i r  subsistence bjr hunting. A t  the 
beginning of  inter they separzted i n  small p a r t i e s  and went t o  the agencies on 
the :iijsso=lri and e a s t  of the J m e s  and t o  3evi11s M e  an& returned i n  the spring 
t o  the B m e r  can?. T.ia precario=ls made of  l i f e  l e d  the  boldest  of t'aem in to  
occasional depredations, and several  of the= became implicated i n  s m e  murders 
t h a t  took placa i n  l!imesota an3 near Fort  Totten. 

T'ne s e t t l e r s  &~:~ror,c?ting the James River from t%ie di rec t ion  of Eljmesota and 
f1-c.3 the Union Pac i f i c  ?ailroad =re kept i n  f e a r  and a~p rehens i an  of them and 
e o ~ p l a i n e d  m c h  of t h e i r  presence, and tno surveying per5ies  mere drivan anay 
and a n  outrage c o m i t t e d  unon one of them. Soze of the s e tx l e r s  l e f t  t h e i r  c l a b s ,  
& i l e  otlners remined  anci opened a contrabani trade with t'ne band. Accordingly, 
i n  S,ptsmber last, having received orders from the departnent t o  b r i w  these 
I n d i ~ n s  t o  tar +gency, i t  vas done a f t e r  sone trouble. Last snr ing t ~ o  lodges undg 
TIriftfng Goosets 3rot:ier s t o l e  away f r m  the agency and returned t o  &he old  camp 
and fo-md the nlace occ.;pied by vinite s e t t l e r s .  Some corn and other property 
that t'ueg had cachet3 when they w e  i n  had been s to len,  and the bad f e e l i n g  z r i s i n g  
from t h i s  s t z t e  of rzffa'rs czze near musing a disturbance, w:?ic;3 was aver ted  by 
the  presence of a mall par ty  of t r o o ~ s  sent  t o  the  e2ot by Vne com.ending o f f i c e r  
a t  Fort Sisseton. The Indians came back t o  Crow Creek and f i n a l l y  agreed t o  re- 
main here end abzndon the Jams, but a few days subsequently a n  execxtive order 
m s  ~ a d e  seserving f o~ t3is band three tomships  near the  B r t h  Lodges, and in- 
s t ruc t ions  nere sent me from the o f f i c e  t o  sent  them 'obck t o  report  t o  Agent 
Crissey, of Sisseton,  t o  enable hi.9 t o  l oc s t e  the fa3'ili;s on the subdivisidns 
of t'le lnnd reserved f o r  them on the James, pk i c i  mas d3ne on the  4th  ins tznt .  

On the 13th  I received information from Mr. Crissy, date& tk-e Earth Lodges, 
t h a t  the  bend d id  not re-port p r o ~ ~ t l y  ane tha t  he exrjerienced soxe d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
a l l o t t i n g  tke land,  &ieh w a s  rnostly occapied by & i t e  s e t t l e r s ,  and a l s o  t h a t  
the  I rdians  manifested a n  i r i d i~pos i t i on  t o  re tu rn  t o  Crom Creek t o  amit the 
de temlna t ion  of the d e p ~ r t n e n t  irL re::srC t o  the s e t t l e r s  occu~y ing  tke reserved 
Ian<, I me& imedj.ateiy t o  the James Biver allc= tooic with me m;p~-oies  enok& 
t o  k i n g  the  br nd bzck t o  CTov: Creek. I found t h e  Indians ir, a very heil&lty a d  
insi l 'cordiate moo& and de!lia&i.-* t;-.n e q c l s i o n  of the  s e t t l e r s ,  some of vhon 
had wztonly given offense last *n+irg by s t e z - i i r ~  some property erzcked by t he  
b a d  h e n  i t  ms brou";kt ill l a s t  f r l l .  3ie chief ,  vho i s  under the influence 
of the turbnlent  anL ref ractory  rnen of the bfnd, n e r e ~ n t o r i l y  refused t o  r e tu rn  
t o  Crow Creek, c l a i x i w  Ycat he Zses not belong tkere,  and ordered t he  peoole 
t o  s t r i k e  t h e  c z q  en6 d e y r t  f o r  the Sisseton reservztion.  Tne band being vit'n- 
out  p,u~,?lies I i s m e 3  rz t ion-  foc  t ~ i :  i ~ t ~ s  t o  prevent der,redetions q o n  the set- 
1 1  , , ~c r s ,  vho appeared t o  be excited and apprehensive of trouble i n  consequence 
bf an offense c o m i t t e d  the day b f  are by fou r  young men of tl-e band. To the 
pmdent m ~ ~ g e % i e n t  of Agent Crissey i s  m a i ~ l y  t o  be z t t r i h t e c i  the 
preservation of good order. Tne r em~inee r  of tke t r i ke  menifest no i n t e r e s t  
  hat ever in the xovement of t h i s  band  fro^ the aF;Ency and ap'pear t o  hsvc very 
l i t t l e  sym~athy with it. Sone of t2fie;n onenly o ~ ~ o s e d  it. 


