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Oﬁeé%and of this tribe under Drifting Goose, about twenty years ago, lived
and fbilowed the buffalo on the James River, where they 2lso planted =z litile
corn, These largely intermarried with and became glosely related to the Sisse-
tons. A few years ago Drifting Goose and his band left Crow Creek and encamped
on the James midway between the two agencies, from both of which they managed
in some way to keep supnlied. They vlanted & little corn at a place known as the
Eartn Lodges, and contributed 2 little to their subsistence by hunting. At the
beginning of winter they separated in small parties and went to the agencies on
the Missouri and east of the James and t0 ITgvil's Lake and returned in the spring
to the Summer camp, This precarious mode of life led the boldest of them into
occasional depredations, and several of them became implicated in some murders
that took place in Minnesotza and near Fort Totten.

The setilers aporonching the James River from the direction of Minnesota and
Trom the Union Pacific Railroad wers kept in fear and apprehension of them and
gomplained much of thelr presence, and two surveying parties were driven away
and an outrage comuitted upon one of them., Some of the settlers left their claims,
wiile others remained and opened & contraband trade with the band. Accordingly,
in Sgoptember last, having received orders from the department to brinz these
Indians to the &gency, it was done after some trouble. Last spring two lodges unde
Dyifting Goose's brother stole away from the agency and returned to bhe old camp
and found the place occupied by white settlers. Some cormn and other property
that they had cached when they came in had been stolen, and the bad feeling arising
from this state of affairs came near causing a disturbance, vhich was averted by
the presence of 2 small pariy of troops sent to the spot by the commanding officer
at Fort Sisseton. The Indians came back to Crow Creek and finally agreed to re-
main here and abandon the James, but a few days subsecuently an executive order
was made peserving for this band three townshivs nesr the Earth Lodges, and in-
structions were sent me from the office to sent them bvack to report to Agent
OCrissey, of Sisseton, to enable him to locate the families on the subdivisiéns
of the land reserved for them on the James, vhich was done on the 4th instant.

On the 13th I received information from Mr. Crissy, dated at the Eartk Lodges,
that the bend did not report promptly ané that he experienced some difficulty in
allotting the land, which was mostly occupied by white setilers, and also that
the Indians manifested an indisposition to return to Crow Creek to await the
determination of the department in resard to the settlers occupying the reserved
land, I went immediately to the James River and took with me supucies enough
toring the bsnd back to Cpow Creek., I found the Indians irn a very haughty and
ingubordimste mood and demendinz the expulsion of the settlers, some of whom
had watonly given offense last $oting by stealing some proverty cached by the
band when it was brousht in last fell, The chief, who is under the influence
of the turbulent ané refractory men of the bsnd, peremptorily refused to return
to Crow Creck, claiming that he does not belong there, and ordered the veorle
to strike the carmp ani depert for the Sigxeton reservetion., The band being with-
out supvlies I issued rziions for twe dsys to prevent depredations upcn the set-
tiers, who appeared to be excited and apvrehensive of trouble in consequence
8f an offense committed the day efore by four young men of the band., To the
prudent meznegement of Agent Crissey is mainly to be attributed the
preservation of good order. The remeinder of the trite menifest no interest
vhatever in the movement of this band from the agency and apvear to have very
little symvathy with it. Some of them openly oprosed it.




