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As  a wrong im~ression seems to have gone out i n  regard to the stand 
taken by these Indians wit'n reference to the Sarke and B,mock war, I will  give s brief 
account of what actually transpired here. When the war first broke out General Howard 
sent me -8 dispatch as- i f  I could furnish hisl some Jndian scouts, not l e s s  than 
ten  being asked for. Many of my Indians had gone off hunting, fishing, & c., and had 
to  be sent a f te r .  AFter a few days' delay a council was f ina l ly  held, attended by nearly 
a l l  the principal headmen, including the head chief. I made haawn to tihem the request 
mde f o r  a mqber of the3 to assist as scouts i n  t h e  war, and urged them strongly 
to go, as a lso  did my employes and the Rev. Pee; but with few exceptions they took strong 
grounds against going. 

%e principal reason given was that they w r e  no* l iv ing  i n  peace witb a l l  
mankind; that I had taught them it was wrong to f igh t ,  and they had abandoned it; and, 
besides, a missionary had come to teach them about God's l a w ,  and now t o  go to  this mr 
they nolld have t o  go back and assume t h e  o ld - tbe  character, have the i r  war dance, and 
be again a savage, a character they were tzying t o  throw off. B e s i b s  i t  was near harvest- 
time, and i f  they l e f t  they would have to h i r e  sone one to harvest the i r  crops f o r  them. 
%ey a lso  cal led up the i r  experience i n  the Modoc wa r where they rendered faithful 
service, f o r  etch they received but l i t t l e  p y ,  and =e re la t ives  of those brave+ rho 
were k i l l ed  had never received pensions, tirough srch gromises were made t o  them *en the7 
enlisted, and the question here was asked, V f  we go t o  t h i s  war and sone of u s  get 
k i l l ed  who w i l l  provide f o r  onr wives and children?a I t  was also,  they said, a long 
distance off t o  the seat of tne war, and they were unwilli-ng t o  go so far from hme. 

I give the i r  reasons, since the i r  re f iaa l  haa been the occasion f o r  msny 
f a l se  and injurio-ils rumors, which have been a matter 0-9 grief t o  dhopr!. The principal 
trouble, to  my mind, was i n  General Homrd not sending def in i te  termsm t o  m, & c., 
He merely s tated that he wanted them ae scouts, and they to famish the i r  o m  horses. 
One Indian having stated tha t  received $100 per month as soout i n  the Modoc m, it 
was taken up by others as t o  th  be Iemanded. q e y  did not waat to go l e s s  
than 40 strong, and so they infor. ruld ma3ce up a conmany of that nnmber and 
go fo r  the eove  wages and furnish tue i  '~rses .  Ib t h i s  proposition answer was 
returned from headquarters tha t  no $ems coald be mads, nexcept to give them psy and 
and sup?lies of s ~ l d i e r s . ~  And here the matter rested, tho* by t h i s  time a caanpqy 
could have been raised aith pay at $40 per month, and f ilrniish the i r  own horses and 
equips@. Their conduct a l l  along ha,s given the l i e  to  all tha t  has been said -inst 
them, and proves that the e f fo r t s  made t o  c iv i l i ze  and Christianize them have not been 
i n  vain, and makes me still more proud of them. 


