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A t  the time and long before t h i s  country ma proclaimed the  property and 
future homes of the Shoshones, it was a wlld wilderness, which but few White people, 
aside f rm the veteran frontiersmen, Bonneville and *Jim Bridger ,@ had ever beheld, 
and was so fu l l  of hos t i le  Indians that even the %oshones themselves could maintaint heir 
stay here bpta portion of each eax, spending the summers i n  Utah and Idaho, f u  removed 6l from t h e i r  enemies, the Siaux, eyennes, and Arapahoes, returning l a t e  i n  the f a l l ,  when 
they could do so d t h  safety, to  hunt the buffalo during the a in ter ,  Conflicts aere 
frequent between the said tribes.  R e  H o d ,  Shoshones, and Cheyennes were hereditary 
enemies. The b q h o e s  and Shoshones were at times on terms of peace, but soon af te r  the 
treat7 of 1868 peace was b r o h n  again, and a 11 these t r ibes  becme engaged i n  a v e r g  
b i t t e r  and long-continued wax, K r d e r  and s tea l inz  horses fro= each otker were frequent 
occurrences, and constituted the mode of warfare adopt&-the-three t f ibes  against one, 
Tney made i m s i o n s  into each other's cs~mntrg constantly f o r  the purposes of thef t  and 
murder, *en during th i s  period many dr gh48hilna brave found his death i n  h ia  o m  lodge or 
within the precincts of the *illage, at the hands of the i r  active and v ig i lan t  foes. 
3Pjaally, the Shoshones held a grand c o - m i l  and decided that they m ~ l d  s tr ike 
the i r  eeemierr a blow that would create consternation i n  t h e i r  o m  homes. Bolunteerswere 
called f o r  to  go in to  
the enemy's country f o r  the purpose o$ s teal ing the major portion of the i r  herd. 
Forty-five young Shoshones, as fear less  of danger as any men that  ever trod the 
earth, step@ forward and offered themselves f o r  the undertaking. Arrangements were 
has t i lp  concluded, and the expedition aarade a e~ruiions reconuaistrance of the enerqyts 
s i tuat ion,  and hovered about u n t i l  a good opportunity pressnted, when they succeeded i n  
surrounding and driving off several hundred head of horses, starging f o r  hame t o  hight 
s p i r i t s ,  evevth iag  at first seeming to work t o  the advantage of the Snoshones; but they 
did not h o w  how soon they were t o  be cxmght i n  the te r r ib le  meshes of the web e i c h  
had been weaving. !&e;enesny soon learned of the i r  t e r r ib le  loss ,  and, has t i ly  collecting, 
gave pursuit, and the Shoshones were destined to suffer a sad defeat, even the elements 
seeming to  favor their foes. A F -- 'arm se t t ing  in, the trabl could be followed 
without d i f f icn l ty ,  and We f l e e i k  i *ere saon surrounded, but f o r  a whole day 
defended themselves bravely. Being awea wrth the old-swle Amy revolvers, tfiey 
soon becane useless i n  the wet, drifting storm, Their enemies closing in,  shot the 
last man of them, using the bow and a r r o w ,  and leaving every Snoshone on the f i e l d  f o r  
dead, %ree of tkrem revived again, and ultimately reached camp, one of them crawling 
18 miles on h i s  hands and knee% througjh the snov to  get assistance, %e Shoshones 
s t i l l  speak of t n i s  as one of the saddest affakrs that  e%er occurred i n  the tribe,  

I n  1871, the provisions of the t rea ty  beg- t o  be actively auppliea t o  
the Shoshones. Houses f o r  the em?loyes and the agent aere erected and p t  i n  order f o r  
occapanpy. A saw, grist, and shingle m i l l  and steam-engine were purchased and bu i l t  
ready for  work, &d IIOW f o r  the first time the Indians, seeing the helpirg hand of 
the goverment stretched fo r th  to  them, be@ to think seriously of sektling down and 
r-ining permanently on the i r  reservation and at the agency Mlt f o r  them; but the 
s t i l l  frequent incursions fran hos t i le  t r ibes ,  and the inadequacy of goverment troops 
sent here fo r  the i r  protection f i i l e  they were leara  ng to  work, prevented to a 
great extent the i r  reaping the ful l  benefir o t  the expenditure made f o r  them, &e reserva- 
t ion  at t h i s  time was also besieged by a most ungodly se t  of squaw-sen, who attempbed 
to set themselves uprs gwrdi8ns of the Indfansl rights (?), and by abusi* the i r  minds 
came very near creating insubordination and d i s t rus t  of t ~ e  government abmong thm; 
but the agent was equalto the emergency, and these bad a i t izens  were forced t o  leave 
the reservation, order, peace, and confidence baing restored. 


