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SIR: In  my last annual report,  dated Red Cloud Agency, Xebra-, 
August 25, 1877, I took occasion to  mention the disorderly conduct of the narthern 
chief wC,+l;y Horse.fl The disposing of this incorrigible wildman was the f i r s f  s t i r r i n g  
event thereafter,  resul t ing i n  h i s  death on the 5th of September, a i l e  res is t ing  the 
off icers  who were endeavoring to confine him i n  the guard-house at Crimp Robinson. 

W i l e  th i s  threw the Minnecoqjoux and other northern tribes then stopping 
at the agency into the wildest bxcitement, the O@llallas and other a&encly t r ibes  were 
brooding over the resul t  of the Congressional a c t  of -st 15, 1876, sequiring them t o  
go to the Mjssozri Bjver to  receive their  a m i t i e s  and other supplies and to  takj up 
the i r  residence at an agency proPided for  thm at the mouth of Yellow ?&&cine C r e e k ,  on 
said river. %e suppBes f o r  the corning winter were already there,  or  i n  t r ans i t  to  that  
point, The whole measure was unsatisfactory to  the Indians, and the i r  refusal 
was so posi t ise  and determined as to indicate the necessifrg. of a camprbise; consequently 
twenty-three of the chiefs and repressntative men of the Fled Cloiri c7.L T a i l  
e n c i e s  were invited to &sk.,ington i n  September to  confer Mth the Presidezlt on the 
subaect. A council a s  held i n  the Escnt ive  Mansfon, September 25, 1877, at which the 
Indians of Cloud Agency agreed t o  be transferred t o  a po'nt near the Missouri River, a d  
receive the i r  supplies durict  the winter, wfth the understanding t h a t  they would be 
allowed t o  select  a stli table place, dtk? the essistance of tkef r agent, wf tkin the l i m i t s  

of the i r  reservation, fo r  a permanent agency, aadhould w v e  on to it s a f f i e i e ~ t l y  
early i n  tke spring to  plant crops. 

On the 27th of October, 1877, the carEvan, consisting of about 4,600 Indizns, 
two companies of cavelry, 120 transportation-mgons, 2,000 beef-cattle, and employee 

and traders,  took up the l ine  of i4a.r&, followiwj the % i t e  "larth River 250 miles, then 
north 20 miles t o  Yellow @dicine, and down the l ~ t t e r  stream 30 miles t o  the lljssouri 
River, which place we reackiad on the 25th day of Bovember. The weather proved mild f o r  
t h i s  season of the  year, noWrithstsndiq much suffering m s  experienced. Ihe Indians 
were poorly clad, mt  havirg; recetved the i r  annuities, the r iver  f i l l e d  with quicksand, and 
ruming ice had t o  be forded tf. -: times a day. Many I,&ianer, men, women and 

children, were on foot ,  not having , .;nt transportation f o r  them, 
When about 75 miles en mate,  over 2,000 northern f ndians broke away from the 

m t t e d  T,il column, which was then movi2ig about 40 miles south, to  a ~ o i n t  lower down on 
the % i ~ s o ~ i ,  and mds a descent upon us, an& threatened to involve us i n  serfovs difficoI&, 
not only devolming our limited sup-)lies, but by causing a general outbreak. s,ey brought 
wfth them the remains of Crazy brsa i n  order to  rnaddeiirat~r Indians, but i n  t h i s  they 
fa i led ,  and the major portion f ina l ly  strnck off north. 

lbe Red Cloud Indians went into carp about 60 miles s o u t h ~ e s t  of thb agency, 
the only availa&le place f o r  winter quarters, and have quietly and -patiently f u l f i l l e d  
every obligation Ehey entered into. As spring approached they began to  prepare to  move t o  
m i t e  Creek, a branch of & i t e  &rth River, t h i s  being t ~ e  p u c e  salected by them f o r  
the i r  permanent agency, 17Qmilce west of thfe agency. W I L ~  to delay by Congress i n  
p s s i n g  tfie Indian appropriation b i l l ,  and the time required by a board of c m i s s i o n e r s  
appointed by that body to reach here and- make an  exploration of t h e  country and report, the 
Indians were kept waiting, and, f i l l e d  a s  they were with apprehension that  the goverment 
would not be t rue to  its promises, reqt~ired my constant effortsand assurenoes that the 
promises atade tk._em last fa by President Eayes and the honorable Ekcretary of the IEter ior  
would be fulf i l led.  I explained as we11 as I could the c-e of delay. 

I an l e s s  fortuncte i n  explaining t?ia pres-nt M a y  t o  the i r  satiefection, 
as they know tkat the board of comiss i  oners approved t'neir selection of land f o r  the i r  
new agency ;md have so reported. It i s  not easy to  convince than of the nelressity f o r  longer 
&lay. It i s  a f a c t  know to every intbaligent mul who has been with Indians on 
f ront ie r  , thzt the rfost damaging effects have heretofore resulted f ron broken 
promises made by the goverment anO i t  e off i c i s l e ,  causing the - reater  part  of the 
troubles with the Sfour since the t rea ty  of 1868. It is t rue  the gove-ent has spent 
large sums hfl feeding then, but it has driven then, contra* t o  treagy promises, frm 
place t o  plece, e ~ c h  time taking more of the i r  te r r i tory ,  u n t i l  nothine i s  left 
but the "bad ln*s*" Q e  militam has taken an k e n s e  m b e r  of a& horses f r a  
thm* aX16 promised to re-rn the i r  value i n  COWS. It would be well to  have this  matter 
investigated. 


