
at the p e s s n t  time :than ever before, and that  the Indians have advanced more i n  c iv i l iza tkn  
during the past eight.years, under the policy inagugusted by President writ, than i n  a q  
other quarter of a century of our national existence. 

There can be no question i n  the xlind of any unbiased person but that the 
TKas Department i s  unf i t ted  to  c iv i l i ze  the Indians; of t h i s  the past his tory of the service 
f u r u a h e s  suff ic ient  proof, Could the Indian Bureau be organized into a d i s t inc t  department 
of the Goverrment , having f o r  i t s  d i rec t  h e d  an of f icer  Who would be en t i t l ed  to  a 
seat  i n  the P@s%dent*s capinet, there isno doubt but that i t  would be more effect ive-and 
tb service be great ly  benefited thereby; but as the creatfon of such a department is not 
very probable, the next best  and only fezsible  means l e f t  f o r  c iv i l iz ing  the Indians, and 
gradually rel ieving the governnnent of this burden, i s  to  l e t  tne IIlpian Bureau remain where 
it  is and as it is at prest la  organized. There night be som be t t e r  rcilles of goverment sub- 
j e c t  to  fewer changes, which, i f  properly administered, leaves no roam f o r  doxbt but t'nat 
the Indians t r i b e s  w i l l  continue to advance u n t i l  they a t t a i n  a much hi&er standiag i n  the 
scale of c ivi l izat ion.  a ie  Indians must ei-r f d l  i n  with the march of c iy i l i s a t ion  and 
become independent c i t izens,  o r  remainpaupers apon the bounty of the goverment, To esfect 
the f i rs t ,  the good work inaugurated has o a r  to be coatimed; chris t ianizat ion and e iv i l i -  
sa t ion  w i l l  u l t i m t e l y  follow; but place the 1,dians under supreme control of the mili tary,  
and the opposite w i l l  be t%e resul t .  It i s  therefore f o r  the k e r i c a n  people to  decide ~ h i c h  
sha l l  be done, and a righteous God w i l l  surely hold them respansible. L i b  a l l  t rue  fr iends of 
the much oppressed Indians, I have strong fa i th '  i n  the pezce policy as original ly  intended, 
d~t&, with a thorough enforcement of the necdssary laws tl?ro'@ the c i v i l  apartments  of 
our govermnent, and t'ne service toned so that the off ice of I&an agent w i l l  be an honorable 
position, with the term of off ice  contingent upon co-etency and- good behavior, with sdari es  
i n  proportion to  the qualifications and service required, l e t  dilshonesty be punished 
thron& the proper channels, but do not allow every agent to  be persecuted bemuse some 
hame been faand guilty,  extend jur isdict ion of the United States courts ever a l l  Indian 
country, make some uniform and wholesome 3P.m f o r  the governnent of Indians, and the d i f f i -  
cx l t i e s  of t h i s  sexed Indian question w i l l  oe nearer solution. 


