
Following u;, the valley the fourth day, we Sound a valley varying from 
one-fourth t o  three-fourths of a mile wide, w i t h  a goodly proportion of land 
adapted to  cultivation, v ery f i n e  grazing lands, but with very l i t t l e  tfmber; camped 
the fouyth night about 30 miles, by the valley, above the mouth of the 'outh F o r t  

A t  t h i s  point the gine t iqber s e t s  in ,  aad ent imes  on both sides ofh 
the South Fork f o r  about 45 miles. %e yine is found i n  a l l  the ravines leading in to  the 
val ley of the South Fork, and is  i n  suff ic ient  quantity to 1-st a community of the s ize  
of &potted Tailrs band of Simx f o r  many years i n  t h e  future,  The pine 
i s  not of the best  variety,  asd rowing as it does i n  ravines and canons can be gotten out 
only by hard labor,  but i t w i l l  answer all purposes of bxilding and fenci* f o r  V?ie Indiaas. 
A t  a point below the middle of t h i s  stretctj  o r  be l t  of ?lne t&mber a strong creek of 
water, abeut 10 miles long, ,puts into the outn Pork from the southeast. This creek, called 
the Rosebud, i s  where Spotted T a i l  sa id the B ~ ~ l e s p i n t e d  tne i r  agency. =e Rosebud hae 
scarecely any valley, and i t s  mouth the valley of outh Fork i s  a lso  very naruow; therefore 
the point selected by spotted T a i l  was deemed unsuf tzble. But the commissioners eawT 
tine country suff ic ient ly  to  conviace Cmm that at some point within 5 miles above or 
below the mouth of the %sebud a good and superior s i t e  f o r  an agency and a mil i tary post 
known as &otted Tail's Indians, be established here, and that i t  be named the Rosebud 
A e w .  

The road thence t o  the Misso-ari River, a t  a y i n t  beloor the :nouth of the 
White &rth Rive-, i n  over an easy country f o r  wagons, and would be about 70 miles. ?he 
march of the comission westward from the dosebud along the course of the South Fork f o r  
SO miles. lhus it occurred tha t  the South zork was examined from i ts  mouth t o  its source, 
a distance of 150 miles. Fae comnissioners were agreeablp surprised w i t h  the favorable 
character of the valley. It can best be described as f i r s t -c lass  grazin$ coantry. For 
20 miles abov and below the mouth of the %sebud tim5er i s  abundant, and 
settlements w i l l  at first be canfined t o  this region, but r ich  pasture lands extend the entlr, 
length of tfie stream, and t h e  bottoms, varying from 10 t o  20 o r  30 acres i n  each bend of Wle 
r iver ,  w i l l  r a i se  the cereals or  asgr of the vegetables of Minaesota. 

' h e  water coaing from the sand-hills i s  rei;larkablp pure, and the South 
Fork is p e d l a r  i n  t h i s  feature,  that  20 miles from its fo-*ins it has as much voluns of 
grater as i t  ca r r i e s  to  i ts  mouth. lj,e main fork  and i ts branches containing I%ving water 
would give valleys of 200 miles and uywaxd, and i n  t h e  catlrse of time w i l l  all 'be 
occupied with prosperous ranches f o r  catt le-raising, we h o ~ e  i n  the hands of these Indians. 
Se t t l e r s  would Boon occupy this country i f  it  were open t ?  tineir enterprise. 

&o= the last water-boles at the haad of %uth "ork, a s o r t  march of 11 
miles Biiought us to  the iso1md8d Knee Creek , whi&, heading i n  the same l f  ne of sand-hill8 
i n  a i c h  the South "ork has i ts  origin,  runs north 25 miles in to  the h i t e  &ra River. 
Bfter a dayr s r e s t  on t h i s  creek we marched 15 miles west t o  Big & i t e  %ay b e k ,  the 
chosen stream and country of Red, Claud. This creek is a b 0 l b r U n n i n ~  stream of good, 
f resh  water, r i s ing  i n  tke pine ridge whick runs parelle3 t o  the northern boundary of Be- 
b r a s h ,  and nezly on the boud&rg lib. !he creek has a course nearly due north 25 miles into 
the main white E ~ r t h  Mver. The bottom varies  froa! one-fourth t o  a mile i n  width, and 
has arable land from its source t o  i ts  -atha 'Ike timber on the creek is  sparse and 
only sufficient f o r  winter cover f o r  cat t le .  The f i ~ e  titnbbr on the head forks and 
1 ~ - t e r a l  ravines i s  pmct ice l ly  inexhauhtible, but can only be utlhlized by hard labor,  owing 
to the brokes country where the timber grows. 

'The creek was thoronghly examined by the comission and found to  fie an 
excellent home for Red Cloud's $pnd of OgallaSs Sioux, and too limited i n  extent t o  
accomodate so many people, The timber, the grass, the water, an6 the land, so f e r  as it i s  - 
capeble of cul t ivat io  , a re  unexce~tiomble,  The B j g  % i t e  @~y C*ek was the f e r thes t  point  
weatward exmined by the commission, and i n  any czse is as far west as the countpy Bould 
be colonized, being within 15 miles from Rebraska on the s o ~ t h ,  and the same distence from 
ceded land on the west. %e country west of Big .Jk,-ite 'lay 0 t  the ''ounded Knee Creek was e m *  
and found to be a rough country of sharp ridges, the rev ims f i l l e d  with pine timber. 


