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Spotted Tail being the suthorized speaker for the Indians, followed in
8 speech in which he went over a2 lonz list of promises made to him and his peovle By
former govermment agents and commissioners and unfulfilled. Be complained bitterly of
being delayed so long this summer upon the Missouri; claimed th® had caused many deaths
in his camp., Hy recited the promise of the President, made to him in Washington last fall,
that his people should settle in the place of their choice, which place he described as
the sou.*c.h Fork of the Vhite Earth River. He expressed & determination of breaking up his
camps twenty miles east of the Migsouri in ten days, and settling our for the place of his
selection; made threats that he would burn up the present sgency buildings; was rather
arrogant and dictatorial, and was op-ogsed to the comnission visiting and examining the
country he had chosen. His speech, summes up, meat that he would not settle upon the
Missouri, and that he would settle nowhere but on the South Fork. It was evident
that both the manner and words of S~otted Tail's epeech were for Indian populace.

General 8tanley spdke on the part of the commissioners, carefully
explaining to the Indians the intention of the govenmment to settle them in permanent
homes; the deslre to have them contented; the necessity for economy, and finally the
intention of the commission to visit the South Fork country no¥wishstanding Svotted Tgils
objections. This ended the council, T,e comnission loored over the country some ten
miles to the eastward of old Pynca Agency, and looked into the valleys of the Niobrara
and Panca Rivers. The country is comparatively destitute 6#f timber, and the zrass is of
varieties which the winter kills, and only a small band of Indizns, asay 300 to 500, could
ever become self-supvnorting there,

Te Commissionar of Indian Aefairs, My, Hayt, left for Washington on
the 12th and upon the 13th the commission, having procured escort and transportation, and
being themselves handsomely fitted for the plainme, through the courtesy of Maj. P.D.
Vroom, Tuird Cpvvalry, commanding the post at Red Cloud, set out to exsmine the
country chosen by these two tribes of Sioux for their future homes., The first two days
and a half were spent in making 65 miles to the traders' stores at the forks of White
Barth River. The road follows the Yellow WYedlcine Creek most of the way, and leads southe
west. There is some good grazing land on the Yellow Medicine, but the land is of the
bad lands kind, full of alkali, with flats of wire grass, and unfit for cultivation,
The water is alkaline and bad., No timber for building,

After nooning the third day at the cvossing of Thite E,rth River, we
encamped ten miles above the mouth of South Fork of White Egrth River, and uvon that
gtream, The contrast between these two branches of White E,rth Rjver is very great. T,e
South Fork has a gravelly wd, clear, fresh, and good water, is e=sily fordable at 21l pohts.
The North Fork, or the main river, has a bed of quicksand, is @ifficult to cross, and the watr
is the very worst found in any river of the great plains, being strongly charged with
various alkalire salts, and carryingz such a quantity of fine,impalpable powdered earth
gathered in the bad lands, that the runting water resembes ordinary whitewash, and
differs from the muddy woters of the streams of the Missouri Basin in the fact that the
water does not settle when dipped up, but remalns turbid and unfit for use. Apimals will
not drink it if they can find other water, and-ss #®lls dug in the~"hite River bottom
furnish wunwholesome water, this deficiency of water fit :to use is an insurmountable
objection to the valley of the main white E.rth River as a home for Indians.

The main camp of the Ogalalas, under R,d Cloud, ®was near where we
camped the night of the third day out, 75 miles from their agency. This is about as close
to the ¥issouri Ryver as this tribe has been, and is as close to the present Red Clo ud
Asency as wood, water, and grass combined could be found for their use and the
shbsistence of their animals, and for last nine months they h ve packed out their subsistence
from their agency on the Missouri River the best way they could. The fact alone slows that
with a little aid th the mems of transportation, and a little orgenization, these Ipdians

can soon be educated to do their carrying business, and solve this vexed subject of
transpoftation.



