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Spotted Sil being the authorized s p e a r  f o r  the Indians, follovred i n  
a speech i n  which he vent, over a long list of promises s i d e  t o  h i m  and h i s  people by 
fomer  governneat agents and cmnissioners and unfulfilled. He complained b i t t e r l y  of 
being delayed so long this sunnner upon t l e  Yjssouri; claimed t h 8  had caused many deaths 
i n  h i s  camp. He recited the promise of the President, made to  krira i n  Washington last fall, 
that h i s  people should s e t t l e  i n  the place of tIneir choice, whi& place he described as 
the South Fork of the k i t e  Eartit Biver. He expressed a determination of breaking u? h i s  
carnps twenty miles east of the l~ i s sour i  i n  ten dsys, and se t t l ing  OUT f o r  t3e place of h i s  
selection; made threats  that  he mu15 burn u~ the present Agency buildings; was rather  
arrogant and d ic ta tor ia l ,  and was op~osed to tne  comzission v i s i t ing  and examinirg t h e  
country he had chosen. H i s  speech, s m e P  up, me& that he would not s e t t l e  upon the 
Missouri, and that  he would s e t t l e  nowhere but on the S ~ i l t h  Fork. It was evident 
that  both the manner and words of '-atted Tail's epee& rere f o r  I~ldian populace. 

General Staaley sp* on the par t  of the  comissioners, carefully 
explaining to the  Indians the intention of the govennment t o  s e t t l e  thm i n  penaanent 
homes; the desire to  have them contented; the necessfty f o r  economy, and f inal lyfhe 
intention of the cosnmission to v i s i t  the %uth Fork country noM8bstanding Swtted Tail& 
objections. 'Phis ended the co- ic i l .  &e ccm~ission loo'-ed over t3e co-zntm sone ten 
miles to  the eastward of old P,nca ~$ncy,  and looked in to  the vallegs of the  Eiobrara 
and P,nca Rivers. The country i s  coraparative~v des t i tu te  6f t iaber ,  and the grass  is  of 
var ie t ies  w l ~ :  the winter kills, and only a mall band of Indians, aay 300 to 500, could 
ever become self-su~-~?orting there, - - - - - -. - 

Ihe Comissicx.ar of Indian Affairs, !Jr. Hayt, l e f t  f o r  Yashington on 
the 12th and *on the 13th the commission, having procured escort and transportation, and 
being themselves 3andsomely f i t t e d  f o r  the plaine, t h r o ~ g h  the courtesy of !,!aj. P.D. 
Vroom, Biird C,v~alry, cmlandfng the post at Red Cloud, set  out t o  examine the 
country chosen these two t r ibes  of Sioux f o r  the i r  future homes. The first two days 
and a h a l f  vere spent inmakincl; 65 m'les to  the traders '  stores at t>e forks of Fnite 
Earth Biver. The road follows the Ykl l  ow 'tkdfcine Creek most of the way, and leads sonth- 
west. There is  sone good grazing land on the Yellow Eifedicine, but the land i s  of the 
bad lands kind, f u l l  of a lb l i ,  with flats of wire grass, and unf i t  f o r  cnltivation. 
The water is alkal ine and ba5. No t b b e r  fo r  building. 

After nooning the t'nird day at the wassing of X i t e  E,rth Rivar, we 
encamped ten rniles above the mouth of %~th Pork of R i t e  Earth River, and u?o?l tha t  
&ream. The contrast betiveen these two branches of Wl~ite E,rth River i s  very great. %e 
South Fork has a gravelly bed, c lear ,  fresh, and good water, i s  e rs i lyfordable  at a l l  polPts. 
'&e North Zork, o r  the main r iver ,  has a bed of quicksand, i s  t l i f f icul t  t o  cross, and the watr 
is the very worst found i n  any rives of the great plains, being strongly charged w i t h  
variaus a lka l i=  salts, and carrying such a qusntity of fine,igtpalpable powdered earth 
gathered i n  the bad lands, that  the r u n n i r g  water resembkes ordinary whitewash, and 
d i f f e r s  from the muddy w-ters of the s t r e m s  of the gissouri %sin i n  the f a c t  that the 
water does not s e t t l e  &en d i ~ e d  UP, but remains turbid and unfit  f o r  use. Animals  wil l  
not drink i t  if they can f ind  other water, M ad e l l s  dug i n  theni 'hite Biver bottom 
furnish unaholesome weter, t h i s  deficiency of water f i t  - to  use i s  an insurmountable 
objection t o  the valley of the main xibite Ee r th  Rivzr as a home f o r  Indians. 

%e main camp of the Ogalalas, under B,d Clo-ad, mas near where we 
camped the night of the third day out,  75 miles f ro3  the i r  agency. This i s  abaut as close 
to the M ~ J S O U ~ ~  q v e r  as t h i s  t r ibe  has been, and is as close to  the  resent Red Clo ud  
e n c y  as wood, water, and grass combined could be found f o r  tke i r  use and the 
shbsistence of the i r  animals, and f o r  last nine 3onths they h ve packed out the i r  subsistence 
from the i r  agency on the Hisso'ilri River the best way they could. The fac t  alone slows that 
witin a l i t t l e  a i d  th the mexis of transportation, and a l i t t l e  organization, t:?iese Indians 
can soon be @ducated to  40 the i r  carrying business, and solve Clis vexed subject of 
transgof tation. 


