
Indians that I kPve ever met. He i s  bright and intel l igent ,  and i s  anxious f o r  the 
welfare of h i s  peode. %-e only location that seemed to please h i i  is situated a few 
miles west of tine Poma A e n q ~ ,  where the Snaskaskia empties into Salt Creek. n e  land 
is f e r t i l e  and t'ne coxntry is  a beautifa1 one, sit11 sufficient t iaber f o r  al l  practical 
purposes. %en he gives UT, the h - ~ e  of re-ning to Idaho, I think he w i l l  choose the location 
I have m d .  - 

he Bez Perces a r e  very much superior to t'ne Osages and Pawnees i n  the 
Indian Territory; they are  even brighter than the P~ncas,  and care should be taken to  
place them where they w i l l  &rive. The extinction of J,se?hts t i t l e  to the lands he held 
i n  Idako w i l l  be a matter of great gain to the white s e t t l e r s  i n  Ynzt v ic in i ty ,  and a 
reasonable compensation should be made to his f o r  their  surrender. It w i l l  be borne i n  
mind that Joseph has never made a treaty with the United $states and that he has never 
~urrendered to the government the lands be claixed that be owned i n  Idaho. On that account 
he should be l ibe ra l ly  treated upon h i s  f i n a l  sektlement i n  the Indian Territory. Sooner or 
l a t e r  tne remnant of the t r ibe that went to Cpni tda  w i l l  leturn, and %t w i l l  be proper 
and expedimt to place tnem with Joseph's band. 

%e present unhappy condition of these Indians appeals to the sympathy 
of a very large portion of the b e r i c a n  .~eople. I had occasion i n  my l a s t  annual report 
to say that #Joseph and h i s  follovers have shown themselves to  be brave men and sk i l l fu l  
soldSers, d o ,  with one exceptioe have observed t h e  rules of c iv i l ized  warfare, and have 
not mutilated the i r  dead enemies."ese Indians were encroached upon by BBhite s e t t l e r s  
on so i l  they beliefed to be their own, and &en these encroachments became intolerable 
they were comgelled, i n  the i r  own estimation, to  take u:: arms. Joseph now says that 
the &reatest want of the Indians i s  a system of l a w  which wntroversied between Ind&ns 
and between Indians and White men, can be se t t led  without appealing t o  physical force. 
Ee says that  the want of l a w  i s  the great source of disorder amon& Indians. %ey understand 
the operation of l a w s ,  and if thepe were any statutes  the Indians would be perfectly 
content t o  place themselves i n  the hands of a proper tribunal, and muld not take 
the righting of the i r  wrongs into the i r  omhands, or r e t a l i a t e ,  as they now do, d t h o u t  
the law.  I n  dealing with such ~ e o p l e  it i s  the duty, and I tnink it will Be the pleasure, 
of the department t o  see that t'ne fostering hand of the governnent i s  extended 
t sWard them, and that it gives them not only landson mhich to  l ive  and knplenents of 
agriculture, but also wlnoleme laws fo r  the i r  government. 


