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CHIEF JOSEPH 
On the surrender of J seph and h i s  band of Bea Perces, General M i l s  9 recommended tha t  they be kept on the ongue River u n t i l  the question of the i r  f i n a l  dis- 

position should be defini tely detemined, q e  LieutenantBOeneral of the Army strongly 
objected to th i s ,  em account of the expense attendant on furnishing them with supplies, and 
an  order was issued by the War Department, i n  Gvember, 1877, to  send a l l  the bT,= Perce 
rrisoners to  the Mjssotwi River, to Port Lincoln o r  Fort Riley; on the 20th of the  same 
month another order was issued t.o have them forwarded to  Fort L e ~ v e ~ o r t h ,  instead of b e p i n g  
them at e i ther  of the pcints named. Xovember 27, 187'7, the Lieutenant-General notified the 
Secretary of War of the i r  a r r iva l  at tke  l a t t e r  f o r t  and recommended that t h i s  
b e a u  be requested t o  take charge of t ' n e ~  a-- t'ne ea r l i e s t  practicable date. %e number of 
prisoners reported by the Whr Department, December 4 last, was as follows: 79 men, 178 women, 
and 174 children, making a t o t a l  of 431. A few scattered members of the baw were sub- 
sequently tzken by the military and also  sent t o  Fort Leavenworth. 

%e necessav provfsion heving been made by Congress j u s  before the 
close of the last session f o r  tke settlement of tfiess Indians i n  the 1ndb.n Territory, 
this off ice,  on the 9th of J,ly last, recormended that  the War Department berequested 
t o  cause the netzesasry orders to  be issued t o  the commdant at  Port Le:-venhrth t o  deliver 
the prisoners to an agent, who would be desigzmted by t h i s  bureau t o  receive them. Accordingly 
on the 21st of the m e  month they were delivered t o  United States Indian Inspector MclUeil and 
United States Iodian AEent E.Y. Jones, arho without mil i tary escort  conducted them t o  the 
location selected f o r  them i n  the Indian Territory. %e number reputed to  have been turned 
ovee t o  the inspector and agent was 410, three of ~lmm-=-children--Oied on the route, 

Inspector Mckeil reported that the canping place selected by the comnandant 
f o r  these Indians, and *ere he found them, ws i n  the ! ! j s s ~ i  bottom, about two miles 
ahme the f o r t ,  "between a laggon and the r iver ,  the worst possible plzce that conld have 
been se1ected;and the setnitesy condition of the Indians proved i t . w e  physician i n  
charge said that "one half could be said to  be sick,- al l  were affected by the poisonous 
malaria of tke cemp. * k t e r  thrr a r r iva l  of Jose@ kpd h i s  band i n  the Indian Terribory , 
tile bad effebt of the i r  location at Fort Leavenworth manifested i t s e l f  i n  the prostration 
by sidfrness at one time of 260 out 3 f  the B10, and witti2 a few months they have l o s t  
by death xore than one-wrter of the ent i re  m 3 e r .  A l i b t l e  more care i n  tbe selection 
of a wholesone location near s o r t  Leavennorth wo>~ld have saved very much sickness and many 
lives. 

Since tne location of thess Indians i n  the f &an Territosy, others 
belonging to  the band have been arrested i n  Idaho, and with tine approval of t l?e  department 
United States Indian k e n t  !donteitil, of the ETez Perce A encjr, has rec@a@lr received instruc- 
t ions  t o  take charge of and conduct them to  the Indian 5 err,ttory. 

On the 15th of Octotrer last I 9 i s i t e d  the 2Jez P s c e  I dians at t h e i r  f W p ,  about three miles fro= Seneca, M o l ,  on the Quapaw &servation. fo-and the sickness that  
1s d prevailed since thef r  a r r iva l  i n  the  Terr i tor j  rapidly bbating. Joseph had tvo causes 
of dissat isfact ion,  vhich he preqented to notice i n  plain, umistakable terms, He complained 
that h i s  s-menc?er to General Miles was a conditioml surreader, d t h  a d is t inc t  promise 
that he sho.rd.d go back to I;&o i n  tke snring. The other romplaint was that the la& selected 
f o r  'aim on the kapaw Reservation was not f e r t i l e  and that m t e r  was exceedingly scasee oni t ;  
that two wells Id been dtdg t o  a depth of 80 to  70 fee t  without r e a a n g  water; and that  h e  
did not l i k e  the corntry, He thought it unheakhy and a v e w  hard place f o r  a n Indian ta 
earn h i s  l iving bx tilllng the m i l .  He was pointed t o  the Modocs, who a re  h i s  neighboes, 
and shown that  they were actbe17 engaged on t i e i r  ;ijarms, and that they were proepering and 
get t ing ahead i n  the world. 

After ref lect ing on the matter, and with the view o f  rneet ix h i s  expectations, 
if i t  were possible t o  do so, wit'? your consent I tookhim, ~ h t i  h i s  interpr t e r  and chief Hnse- 
cruyt (Bald-~ead), with me abaut 250 miles. I traveled with hi? i n  Kansas anct the 
Indian Territory f o r  3.WWkY a week and found h i m  t o  be one of the most g e n t l e m a y  and mil- 


