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PXEXII-XXXV, Report of the Commissioner of Ipdian Affairs, Wgshington, November 1, 1878

CHIEF JOSEFH

On the surrender of J,seph and his band of Nexz Perces, General Mi{ls
recommended that they be kept on the aongu.e River until the question of their finsl die-
position should be definitely determined. The Lieutenant@General of the Army strongly
objected to this, en account of the expense attendant on furnishing them with supplies, and
an order was issued by the War Department, in November, 1877, to send all the Ny Perce
rrisoners to the Missouri River, to Rort Lincoln or Fort Riley; on the 20th of the same
month another order wes issued to have them forwarded to Fort Lgovenworth, instead of keeping
them at either of the pcints named., November 27, 1877, the Lieutenant-General notified the
Secretary of War of their arrival at the latter fort and recommended that this
bureau be requested to take charge of them a- the earliest practicable date., Ihe mumber of
prisoners reported by the War Department, Docember 4 last, wes as follows: 79 men, 178 women,
and 174 children, making a total of 431, A few scattered members of the bani were sub=
gsequently tzken by the military and also sent to Fort Leavenworth.

The necessary provision heving been made by Congress just before the
close of the last session for the scttlement of thess Ipdians in the Ipdian Territory,
this office, on the 9th of Jyly last, recormended that the War Dgpartment berequested
to cause the negessary orders to be issued to the commandant at Fort Lesvenworth to deliver
the prisoners to an agent, who would be designated by this bureau to receive them, Accordingly
on the 21st of the smme month they were delivered to United States Indian Ipspector McKeil and
United Sgates Ipdian Agent H,W, Jones, sho without military escort conducted them to the
location selected for them in the Indian Territory. The number repated to have been turned
ovee to the inspector and sagent was 410, three of whom--children--died on the route.

Inspector McKNeil reported that the camping place selected by the commendant
for these Indians, and where he found them, vas in the M¥jssouri ®jver bottom, about two miles
abowe the fori, "between a laggon and the river, the worst possible place that could have
been selected;and the sanitery condition of the Indians proved it." The physician in
charge se&id that "one half could be said to be sick, md 2ll were affected by the poisonous
malaria of the camp." Apter the arrival of Joserh &pd his band in the Indian Territory,
the bad affebt of their location at Fort Leavenworth manifested itself in the prostration
by sickmess at one time of 260 out of the 810, and witin a few months they have lost
by death more than one-qusrter of the entire mumber. # lidtle more care in the selection
of a wholesome location near fort Leavenworth would have saved very much sickness and many
lives,

Since the location of thess Ipdians in the Indian Territosy, others
belonging to the band have been arrested in Ijsho, and with the approval of the department
United States Indian Arent Yynteith, of the Nez Perce Asency, has recémbly received instruc-
tions to take charge of and conduct them to the Indian Territory.

On the 15th of October last I fisited the Nez Force Ipdians at their
camp, about three miles from Sgneca, Mol, on the Quapaw Reservation. 1 found the sickness that
2 d prevalled since their arrival in the Territory rapidly abating. Josevh had two causes
of dissatisfaction, which he preszented to notice in plain, ummistakable terms., He complained
that his surrender to General Mijles was a conditional sarrender, with a distinct promise
that he should go back to Iiaho in the spring. The other womplaint was that the land selected
for him on the Q,apaw Reservetion was not fertile and that water was exceedingly scaree onit;
that two wells '=d been didg to a depth of 80 to 70 feet without reading water; and that he
did not like the country. He thought it unheathy and a very hard place for 2 n Indian ta
earn his living by tilling the £ il, He was pointed to the Modocs, who are his nelghbots,
and shown that they were actWely engaged on their fiarms, and that they were proepering and
getting ahead in the world,

After reflecting on the matter, and with the view of meeting his expectations,
if it were possible to do so, with your consent I took him, whti his interpr-ter and chief Huse~
cruyt (Pald-Head), with me about 250 miles, I traveled with him in Xansas and the

Indian Territory for nearly a week and found him to be one of the most gentlemanly and well
i Ty 3 we -



