i B M .

1877
I. 0‘ B.
page 18 and 19

%

carried out the law falthfully, though reluctantly. The removal is being
made in accordance with the act of August 15, 1876."° (Stat. 19, p. 191) Iﬁ

is proper to say here, that I cannot but look on the necessity thus imposed

by law on the executive branch of the goverment as an unfortunate one; and
the consequence ousht to be remedied as speedily as possible./p.18/

Let us for a moment consider that the Spotted Taill agency was‘in 1871
on the wesf bank of the Hissouri River, Where the whites became exceedingly trouble-‘  
some,'and the river afforded abundant facilities for the introduction of igtox-
icaﬁing liguors. In 1874vfhé Red Cloud and Spotted Tail agenéies were removed
to, what a subsequent survey proved to be, the State of Nebraska, the former
agency 165 milés‘from Cheyenne and the latier 108 miles from Sidney, the nearest
points on the Union Pacific Railroad. Here the usual ill fortune'attending the‘
removal of these Indians was again examplified, in placinﬁ the agencies on

absolutely barren land, where there was no possibility of ocultivating the

-goi1l, no hope of their being enabled to become self-supporting, and where

they have of necessity been kept in the hopeless condition of paupers.
In the hope of piacing these Indians upon arable land, where they might
become civilized and self-supporting, the deteriination was hastily taken

to remove them back t0 the Miésouri River. This step was undertaken without

a proper examination of other points on the reservation, where it is stated,

on goed authority, that a sufficient.quantity of excellent wheat lands can be

fi’fbnnd on either bank of the White River runnlng eastward into uhe lissouri,

\aéﬁuwhere, also, there is tlmber suffieient in quantity and quality for all

fpurposes.t Thls, however, should be fully determined before another

ent o theaellﬂdians is attempted.

‘>ind‘an ehzefs, in their interview with the Presldent in September

'egg d that they might not be'sent %o the Missouri River, as whisky-

fand o@hsr damor&liaatxen, would be the consequence. This was the

;§ﬁdgem&nx‘ofythe-best‘men ofﬁthe tribe, but the necessity was one that ,




