This fi:ht alarmed the whole country, the scattering Cheyennes
going in evory direction and it was evident that a surprise of
Crazy ‘orse would be lmpossible at least by a direet movement. I
then moved over to and down the Delle ourche and halted near the
forks of that stream, having in the meantime sent to Red Cloud
- agemey to get accurate infommation of tzze.c‘zirectien taken by Crazy
Horse's Band, and alss for additional scouts with fresh horses,
This beinsz the esslest method of locating thelr ecamp as the Agency
Indians are constantly advised of the whereabouts of the hostiles
and generally of their purposes.

At this time the condition of my transportation was exceedingly
bad, the Intense cold weather, with a short allowance for forsge,
the grass helng rostly covered with snow and what littls there was
of inferior quelity, it was growing wesker every moment.

I may mention here that the want of propes transportation on
account of meagrse appropriation allowed me for this purpose has
been and nov is '&he‘cause ef the most serious embarra;mmt, i%
being almost utterly impossible to accumlate with it sufficient
forage to ensbhle expeditions to remain out lor any great length
of time in winter.

This together with the faect of which I became eonvinced before
the return of my Secouts, that the hostiles had flsed beyond the
reach of the endurance of my transportation decided me to return to
the cantonment which judgement was confirmed by the retwn of my
scouts who stated that the hostiles hed fled in the direction of

what is called the Bad Lands of the Little }iasouri.



