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lbe main body of the hos t i les  under Crazy Eorse went i n  small companies 
toward the Yellowstone, near the Posder River, then up the Yellowstione to  the 
Tongue River, and down that  r ive r  to a point near h i c i d e  Creek, *ere a winter 
cam-. was made ir the heart  of the buffalo country. $-is constituted the headquarters 
of the hos t i l e s  under Craw Eorse u n t i l  March 18'77, when the camp removed to the 
Powder River, b o t h e r  portion, under Sitting. &dl, took a more northerly course toward 
the Yellowstcne an6 Glendive Creek, The winter camp of t h i s  chief was about two 
hundred miles north of the Tongue %ver toward the Dry fork of the Misso?lri. He 
seems to have made frequent t r i ~ s  betvieen the camps f o r  consultation an& to d is t r i -  
bute armounition, *ick he obtsioed by trade wfth the Red River half-breeds near 
the B r i t i s h  bounOasy. 

On the 18th of October a large force under S i t t ing  %ll a t t a c b d  a mpply- 
t r a i n  near Glendive Creek, ran off  sixty mules, and. re trealsd across the Yellowstone 
i n  the director  of Fort Peck. T h i s  rnovement was anticipated by Colonel Miles, who, 
f l t h  troops belonging to  the just-completed cantoment el! the mouth of Tongue 
h v e r ,  s ta r ted  to intercept then, ant'. camg upon t h e i r  camp October 21. Under a 
f l a g  of truce presented by the I n d i ~ ~ n s ,  two council+ were held with Si t t ing  Bu l l  
and other leading men, at which the l a t t e r  re i te ra ted  t h e i r  old desire t o  be inde- 
pendent of the United States, the i r  indifference t o  m y  goverment aid. i n  the w a y  
of aupplies and annuities, and t ke i r  wish ,  t o  be connected w i t h  agencies only t o  the 
extent of trading i n  a m m i t i o n ;  nor would they give any pledgee of good fa i th .  %e 
second day's council was imediately followed by an engagement, i n  which the I&- 
were driven from the i r  posit ion and f led ,  closely purmed by the troops, a distance 
of 42 miles, u n t i l  i n  the v ic in i ty  of Bad h u t e  C+ek, on the other side of the 
Yellowstone, the za in  body consisting of Minneconjoux and Sans Arcs, su&d f o r  peace 
on the terns  which f ive  days before they had rejected--uhconditional surrender-add 
delivered up f ive  of the i r  nlmhber aa hostages, viz ,  Red Skirt, b i t e  B u l l ,  Black 
Es.gle, Sun Rise, and ~ o o l i s h  '%under. During the fli&t Si t t ing  %11 ppftk- h i s  M e d i a t e  
followers, succeeded i n  breaking away to  the l e f t ,  and escaped i n  the direction0 f 
port Peck. %e hostages were taken to  the %eyenne River agemcy, an6 t h e i r  people, 
estimated at from four to  s i x  hundred -lodges, were placed, under the direct ion 
of Bull Eagle, &all Bear, and Bull and ordered to  reach the Cheyenne Rjver 
agency not l a t e r  then December 2, f ive  days being allowed them to provide a 
supply of buffalo-meat , and t h i r t s  to make the march. This  arrangement seems to  
have been made i n  good f a i t h  by some of the leading men tzking part  i n  it; b u t  
the i r  influence over tfie others was not great  enough to prevent aw but the 
immediate re la t ives  of *e hostages from again joining the hos t i le  camp. 
On the 15th of November a new expedition, under G e m 1  Crook, s ta r ted  from Port 
Fetterman to again follow up Crazy Rorse. .an the 25th of that month a detached 
camp of Cheyennes was struck by a portion of h i s  troops under General Wkenz ie  
on the west fork of the Povder River, which r eml ted  infhe complete destruction 
of the vi l lage,  and the los s  to  the Indians of all  the i r  p laes a.nd aamp equipage. 
The expedition then went down t h e  Belle Faurche, and about the 1st of January 
returned to  &e cantonment, near 018 Fort Reno. 

On the 16th of December, f ive  Sioux chiefs from the hes t i l e  camp on 
Tongue Rjver, followed at a distance by twenty or t h i r t y  other Indians, approached 
the Tongue River post bearing therhite flag; but while passing the camp of Crow 
scouts t h e  f fve leaders were surrounded by t r e l r e  s f  t he i r  old enemies and 
instsntll;. k i l l ed ,  whereupon the i r  conpanions cfX&%e crows were for thvi th disarmed 
a& twelve of the5 r horses, with other g i f t s ,  were immediately dispatched to the 
fr iends and re la t ives  of thos who had been killed.  These pres n t s  were accompznied 
by assurances that no *i te  man had teken part  io the octrage. The Indians, thou& 
at first inclined to  doubt the genuineness of tkese protestations,  h v e  since 
expressed the i r  f u l l  belbef that the troops were i n  no wqr  responsible f o r  the 
a f f a i r ,  and report t h e i r  errand to  have been toleturo some stolm horses. 

After the surrender of October 28, Colonel Miles continued h i s  operations 
against S i t t ing  Bull. By sending theee companies north of the 'ork of the &Ijesour, 
and four more to  o ~ e r a t e  on the i+.y pork, he succeeded bn the 18th of December 
i n  s t r ikfng the hos t i l e  ccmp near the head of the Red Yater, S i t t ing  Bu l l  
having crossed the Missouri near Wol% Point. The Indians were &riven south across 


