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THE SIOLT WAR 
%e causes which led  t n  R'sbraary, 1876, to e mili tary campaign whist 

tb t  9 r t i o n  of the Sioux Bation, known as the non-treaty Sioux, o r  followers o f  
Sittille, kl, weFe f u l l y  detailed i n  the last annual report of  t h i s  off ice,  a s 
aleo the f a c t  *at a f t e r  the opening of h o s t i l i t i e s  they received large accessions 
to  the i r  m?mber from the agency Simx. %is  report showed that such desertions 
vere largely due to  the uneasiness *ich the In&ians had long f e l t  on account6 
the infract ion of t reaty stirrulrtions by the white invasion of the Black H i l l s ,  
seriously aggravated at the most c r i t i c a l  period by i r regular  and insufficient 
issues of rations,  necessitated by inadequate and delayecl appropriations. 

Of t h i s  cmpaign a f u l l  and detziled account w i l l  of course be foun3. i n  
the reports of the honorable Secretary of Wr. It has, homver, seemed to me 
proper to present hereni th a brief o ~ t l i n e  of i ts  principal events, i n  order 
that  the records of t h e  Indian Departanent may contain, at leas t ,  asumnary of the 
most important Indian war of recent date, and one which has involved every in t e res t  
of the la rges t  t r ibe  with which t k i s  off ice has to  deal. Ihe cmwign was carried 
on f o r  the most part i n  the region south ?f the Yellot~stone, b e t ~ e e n  the Big Grna 
aad Powder Rivers, i n  %or-tz.na a& Wyoming, It opened with an at tack made 
upon an Indian cam? on the Poader River, Baarch 17th. 1676, by forces uncier 
General Crook, who had apuroached from the north by way of Forts 9,n0 and 
Phil  Kezrney. & t e r  t h i s  a t tack  the troops returned to  Fort Petterman, March 
26th, and remained there u n t i l  the l a s t  of B"ny, when they ageio s te r ted  out, pur- 
ming the same route as before, an6 on Jltne 17th engaged i n  an all-rn f igh t  
with the hos t i l e s  near the head of the Rosebud, a f t e r  which they mnt in to  camp, 
and General C*ok sent f o r  reinforcements, which arr ived August 4th. 

Abont the middle of May a force of about one thousand 3en under General 
Terry l e f t  Port Abrahm Lincoln and. ascended the Yellowstone to  the mouth of the 
Rosebud, %&ere the Seventh C,vslry, numbering 600 men, cozmaddd by General Cwter,  
left General Qrxy with orders t o  proceed up the Rosebud and across to  the Iyttle 
B i g  Horn. General 'Pew then proceeded t o  the mouth of the Big Born, where he 
was met by a body of 450 men under General Gibbon, which had marched from 
Fort E l l i s  down the Yellowstone. %e combined forces ascended the Bi& &rn to  t h e  
mouth of the L i t t l e  Big Horn, a i c h  l a t t e r  stream they a lso  ascended, and arzkved 
June 27th at a pofht about fo r ty  miles avobe its mouth. Here they found that  
tro days previous the forces under General %ster  had had an engagem, ant on tk i s  
graucnd with the host i les ,  which had resal ted i n  the en t i re  destruction of f ive  
compcnies under General & s t e r f s  inmediate c o m n d ;  an6 th8,t by tiiefr a r r iva l  
the reraining seven co~panies ,  under Mdor Renoo had ~ r r o w l y  escaped shar i~ lg  
the sme fate, %-e troops then returnred to  the motrtk of the Big Horn, leeving 
behind 259 dead end carrying Qitk them 53 ~ounded. 

A month l a t e r ,  JIly 26th. at the request of Lieutcm,nt General Sheridan, 
the In ter ior  Department conceded to the mfl i tary the supervision of the Lower 
Bmle, Cheyenne River, and Staeding Bock~.agencies: and mil i tary off icers  were 
made act ing agents at the Red loud axxi spotted T a i l  agencies. 

About the sane time, General Terry, who had mec"mh l e  received reenforce- 
ments, descended the Yellowstone to  the Rosebud, an8 ascen&ed the Rosebud 36 
miles, where, h g u s t  10th. be join@ Generzl Crook, %e Indiens, however, took 
t h i s  oppo5tunity to  escape i n  the direction of T o m e  eiver. The t r a i l  ms followed 
down the langue, across to  the Powder Rjver, and dom the Powder to i ts m o ~ t b  A t  
t h i s  pornt, on @st 25th. the two forces separated, General T e r n  going no* 
of the Yellowstone to  prevent escape i n  that  direction. General Crook followed 
the trail southeast tomrd the Black H i l l s  un t i l  i t  beceme so ecattered as to  
be indistinguislzable. Durir;g t h i s  pursuit, on September 14th. General Crookts 
advanced column r ised and attach& a v i l l e ~ f e  of tk i r ty  lodges near Slim Buttes, 
180 mi les  from the % yenne River agency, Ll)is m s  f ollowec: up by an a t tack  on Ws 
main column by the band of C$zy Horse. q-e  troops then cme into the v ic in i ty  of 
the Black H i l l s ,  and soon a f t e r  ass i s ted  i n  disarming the agency In6ians of Red 
Cloud and Spotted Tail. General Te- likewise disarmed and dismounte d the Indians 
a t  Cheyenne Rjver and Stsnding Bock. 


