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Jno. D kiiles 

Soon a f t e r  the close of my  l a s t  annual report ( ~ j n t h o n t h  30, 1875 
mith the sanction of the Indian Dg/partaent, the ,mater portion of t)r Cheyennes 
and A+pahoes we- ?emf t t ed  to  leave the agency i n  search of buffaloes f o r  
lodges7kins and ne&. %is meamre ms actually necessary from the f a c t  tha t  no 
subsistence f o r  the  f i s c a l  year had yet arrived at the agency, altlkm.& large 
quantit ies of the same wer- a t  7 ichi ta  awaiting transportatton, and f o r  the 
additional reason that much siclosass prevailed i n  the t r ibes ,  wfiich we believed 
would be great ly dimintshed by giving them an opportunity f o r  active exercise 
i n  the chaseQ I n  this respect we were not mistaken, as sickness soon 
disappeared from the camps. A y n t  the 1st of November 1875, the t r ibes  reached 
h f f a l o  on Beaver and Wolf Creeks, west of Camp Snpply, &re they remaimd 
the greater portion of the winter, securing only abo t suff icient  buffalo f o r  
the i r  subsistence, and a meager snw of robes, 

Duriw the l a t t e r  part  of the winter and i n  the early spring, they 
meved south on the main Canadian, W@ita, and north fork  of &d River, and 
the i r  t r ibutar ies ,  as the buffalo had been driven south 'Sg f i r e s  and hunters. 
%ring the  l a t t e r  part of Bbmary, the buffalo hsd er, far disappeared framthat 
portion of comtry as to  cauae actual hunger nfth some part ies  d ~ o  were 
des t i tu te  of ponies and sanunition, Soon a f t e r  the 1st of k r c h  instructions 
were issued from t h i s  office f o r  the ent i re  hunting party to  re turn  to the 
agency, the last of rbrm arrived about the 1st of A-prBl, some of them having 
been absent about sir montiis, 

lhese huntin m r t i e s  were acclpapanied by Beqj. Williams and 
E.C. LefeboIul, as my representatives, i h o  rendered valuable asdstance and 
a lso  by de ta i l s  of troops from time to time from Forts Reno, InAian Territory, 
and E l l i o t t ,  T-S, and Camp Supply, Indian Territory, whose presence and assistance 
and a lso  by de ta i l s  by t r o o ~ s  from time to  t i m e  from Forts Reno, Indian Territory, 
and E l l i o t t ,  Texas, and Camp Supply, Indian Terrihrg, whose presence 
and assistance hal a very salutary influence i n  maintbbnillg goo& order among the 
yoilae; men. 

I n  c m g q y  nith m y  chief clerk, J.A. Covington, I vis t ted  t h e i r  hunting- 
camps, about f i f t y  miles west of hmp Sapply, during the l a t t e r  part of Wovember; 
made them an issue of sl-rgar, coffee, flour, and tobabcoo borrowing the same 
from Lee and Reyiolds, poe t-traders at Cam? -1,~. ad returning the same t o  than 
at t h i s  agepcyk a@ gab  them nrch o@er asg%ta,nce and advice as m ~ l d  best 
promote the in teres ts  of the i r  hunt, !&e reward f o r  the i r  winter-hunt was only 
about 3,500 robes and the saving of a large amount of subsistence f o r  the Government, 

After-their return to  this agency, and fully-realizing that the buffalo 
were fast disahearfng and the necessity f o r  them to tw$ the i r  a t tent ion to other 
plrapits than the chase f o r  a means of support, very earnest appeals were made t o  
me f o r  farm-implc3aents both by A-pahoes and %eyennes,ard such other assistanca 
as would enable them to  engage& to  sane extent, i a  farming; and I f e e l  well assred 
that ,  could I have furnished them w i t h  plows, hoes, & c., three-foilrths of the 
Indians now at this agency mixld have gone t o  mrk hear t i ly  and, as the season has 
been very favorable, would have been successful and cmsequently encouraged and 
stimulated to fur ther  efforts.  


