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'.y. 
rPHE SIOUX WAlt 

's 

Bor mveral years p e t  a c a r ~ p  oS Sioux on the Yellomtone Bpe r  hare been 
known as the northern, or hostile,  or  nabtreaty  Sioux, or more camonly as Sittirog Bull@s 

!&,ey are  i n  no reme a recogairsed band or branch of the great &oax Hation, but 
conaist of representatives front all the bands, mho hate ra l l i ed  aroaad om a8 their  
leader rho claims never to have besa party to  say treaty with the United States, and 
who styles himself shief of the fol1on.r~ whom h i s  perroael power and molbd hos t i l i ty  
to  c i v i l i  &ion and the United States %vemment hwe at tracted around him, !&is oamp 
at last be@ane a ralwixqppiat for  nalconl;ents f ram the tar iao  sganeies; an passdfae fo r  
taose d o ,  t i r ed  ef ~ o v e ~ n t  beef and res t less  under age- restraint ,  were reatureuaae 
exmu& to  resort 8galn to their old l i f e  by the chase; a f i e ld  of glory f e r  the yo- 
braves whom nprrtation fo r  prowerr wa8 yet t o  be msds; and aa orp.1m fo r  oatlam 
among the Indians thcarrelver, d o ,  fleeing thither,  ml@t ereape retribution fo r  crime. 

BQting their  hwlqmrtoru i n  the center of the buffalo ca\mtry, mrmmbd 
b r  a m  of game, independbat of the aid of the G~vernaent, scorning its satherity, 
dnfyfng its power, end deridim its A+qy, these despsraboes have ~ M l l f u l l y  eud 
uuccersf'ully evaded the frontier-garrfwns and roaned at n t l l  over the plain8 of Westem 
bab33ta, and po*ianr of Montana and lI$ranirrg, not only plumbring, robbing ami freqzlsntv 
taking the live. of se t t lers ,  bat extending thei r  hos t i l i t i e s  to  s r e q  t r i be  of Indisnr 
i n  the i r  v i ~ i n i t y  friendly to  the h a t e d  St8te8. 

%!hat the Crowat, the ~ouhones ,  B&waWm, Ariolrarees, IIandmw, Utes, 
kad the Blackfeet mt ion  have b m . d  al l  threats and resisted all ind,ucsanents offered 
by these adventurers, and. i n  vita o f  repeated louses by depredawn, have stedfrutly 
adhered to the i r  friendship to the Gorertment, has d f i o i e a t l y  proved their  W t y :  
bat their  pathrs~ to c ivi l i ta t ion has been seriously obrtructed. 8, 1,diaa cannot be 
t-t to  work with hoe i n  one hand and gan i n  the other: and repeated enamplea of 
unpunished lrramuding beget restleseness cmd aant of confidence in the Gover~nent and 
increased relacrtance to  adopt the hit. man's wqr. 

%e m b e r  of th i s  ro called band mar estimated last r in ter  to  be not 
over 3,000. Pram $his number not more than s ix  or  eight hundred warrior8 could have 
been mastered, Recognising not only the irreparable demage to settlements mused by tb ue 
desperadoes, but d m  their dirsrtronn influence i n  retarding c i v i l i u t i o n  among the 
friendly tribes, and the demoralieiag e f f d t  of thei r  prodmlty i n  pmmatfag anxmaq 
feeling amont the reoervatioa Sioux, and i n  affording a reitage for  crimimlr, the 
Department, i n  &~b l~be r  last, decided to  &Ice a f inul attempt to i d u c e  these Indisnr 
to come into thei r  agsncies, and 2 s& an order requiring them t Q go upon their  
reremations by the 31bt of Janparp l ad ,  or be reeylrded an hosti  l e  and tnrned wer to  
the military. 

20 this order, caununicated by couriers from h e  rerersl agencisr , no r e w d  
nsrr paid. %e General and IyoutenanbQeneral of the were of opinion that  a nore- 
ment rgBkrat the "hostiles" undertaken i n  Phe winter r o a d  be entirely practicable, f o r  
which none bat the regalar troops stationed i n  that  part of the country would be need,&; 
and on the 1st of 1ebruary these Indiana rsre aceordiBgly turned over to  the War  Department 
fo r  approprfate action ths A m .  

!the inaream i n  the h e r  of Sit t ing %ll'r retaineats by accessions from the 
agency Sioux, already alluded to, and the ter r ib le  s'lmghter of oar forcer under 
Geaersl h s t e r ,  the details of uhichmre familiar to the public, have sxtend6d throu&out 
the year what .as expected be a campaign of but few reeks' duration. It  i s  hwd that the 
coming winte-paign, for  which extenmire preparations a re  nor la progreus, 
w i l l  resul t  i n  the unconditional surrender aad ent i re  eulmisrion of these Sjaux, and that 
this wS1l be known hereafter as the laat I &an mr, 


