
Referring t o  the  locat ion of an agency f o r  these Indians, o r  t h e i r  disposi- 

t ion  emng exis t ing agencies, upon which we were directed t o  report ,  w e  have t o  say 

tha t  the nfylrest agency to  Fort  Peck is the River agency, a t  Fort Browning, 

d i s tan t  one hundred and for ty  miles by the  nearest  wagon-route. There 

are now supplied a t  t ha t  agency the  Gros Ventres, River Crows, Bssinaboines, and 

Santees, estimated a t  from four t o  f i ve  thousand. The location is  a very bad one; 

the water is alkal ine,  and there  i s  no farming-land i n  the neighborhood, while the 

buildings a r e  dilapidated and almost untenable. The Assinaboines and Santees a r e  

f r iendly with the Sioux a t  Fort Peck, very friendly with the whites, and anxious 

to  have t h e i r  agency removed t o  the Missouri River. The Gros Ventres and River 

Crows a re  a t  war with the Sioux, and l i t t l e  hope of peace exis ts .  The cost  of 

transportation by land t o  the  Milk River agency from Fort  Benton o r  Fort Peck i a  

about $1.50 per  hundred pounds. 

We respectfully suggest the establishment of an agency on the Missouri River 

a t  o r  near Fort  Peck, and the removal of the Assinaboines and Santees t o  t ha t  

point ,  t o  mingle with the Tetone, and be supplied by the agent there. The Gros 

Ventres and River Crowa could then be supplied a t  Pbrt Belknbgr.uhere:%he-Gevern-' t 

s e n t  nor has supplies under a sub-agent. Should t h i s  arrangement be perfected, the 

buildings a t  Fort  Browning 8hould be destroyed. The advangages of t h i s  arrange- 

ment would be - 
Firs t .  An agency on the Missouri River, which a great  eaving i n  transporta- 

t i on  would be effected,  and the agency be more acceesible. 
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/ Secrond. The desinaboines and Sentees would be ~erno'sed from proximity t o  t he  

Gros Ventres and River Crowa, who a re  the t rad i t iona l  enemies of t h e i r  f r iends 

the Tetons, and between 

Third. It would largely increase the numbers a t  Fort Peck, which would $ive 

increased confidence t o  those already there,  and tend t o  dis turb the e f f o r t s  of 

have said, t i  elmply a trading-post, i n  a good location, near good 


