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In t h e  absence of a m u a l  r e 2 o r t s ,  except  t h a t  of n ~ e n t  Wright, f r o n  t h i s  

sugerintendency, I am unable t o  make such a s t a t e n e n t  of  t h e  condi t ion  o f  t h e  

s e r v i c e  mi th in  i t s  tounds as could b e  des i red .  

The b l a c k f e e t  bands have always been norc  o r  l e s s  h o s t i l e  wi th  t h e  whites ,  

and n i t k  some of  t h e i r  Ind ian  neighbors.  In 1865 a t r e a t y  was mode f o r  a 

ces s ion  o f  t h e  country elaimed by them, l y i n g  south  of t h e  Llissouri,  t h e  o h j e c t  

t e i n g  t o  tS,ron open t o  s e t t l e c e n t s  a s e c t i o n  sq~pose i ?  t o  con ta in  2 rec ious  metals .  

140 a c t i o n  has been ~ n k e n  u2on i t  i n  corisequence o f  t he  Indians  ht-iving, soon a f t e r ,  

v i o l a t e d  i t s  s t i y u l a t i o n u  by reneninc  h o s t i l i t i e s .  "he n e c e s s i t y  f o r  such an  

arrangement a s  i t  proposed s t i l l  e x i s t s ,  and i f  tile t r e a t y  is not  t o  be r a t i f i e d ,  

anotl.er sl-ioull! be negot iated.  

1 deem it ex2edient  t h t  z se2a ra t e  t r e a t y  skould bc, riade -;!it% t k e  Gros 

Ventres ,  :, band of  t h e  E lack fee t ,  and e part:. t o  t he  t r e z t y  r e f e r r e d  t o ,  8s :Ley 

- l i v e  d i s t a n t  Pron the o t h e r s ,  tnd  a re  cn u l f r i e n d l y  t e r n s  ;:it11 :_kern. These Gros 

Ventres  a r e  f r i e n d l y  t o  t he  whites ,  and bhould i e  favored i n  t h i s  r e spec t .  It 

mas t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  n o r t h e s t  co:missioners t o  meet them f o r  t ha t  1)urpoue l a s t  

year ,  bu t  i t  was f o u ~ d  i n 2 r s c t i c a i l e  t o  do so. 

Yke agency fo? t h e  Z lack fee t  a t  Fo r t  Lenton is rugt~rded z s  beini  l oca t ed  i n  

an  u i l su i teb le  2 lace .  Ti;e tolm es tab l i s l -ed  a t  tZa t  ; jo in t  beic; i n c o q o r n t e d  snd 
I 

s u t j e c t  t o  t e r r i t o r i a l  and n a t i o n a l  t axa t ion ,  i t s  c i t i z e n s  claim tk .%t  t h e  l e n s  
1 

r e ~ u l e t i n g  t r a d e  and i n t e r c o u r s e  wi th  Indian  t r a b c s  a r e  i napp l i cab le  t o  t k m ,  and 

t k e r e f o r e  they nay not  be  r e s t r i c t e d  i n  t r a d i n c  with tllc I n d i ~ n s  rl;o cone among 
I 

t l e n .  ~3 a r a a ~ t e r  of  course,  t h e  Indians  a r e  furn isked  n i t E  l i q u o r ,  cinZ t h e  
\ 

r e s u l t s  h re ,  f r e ~ u e n t l y ,  d i f f i c u l t i e s  betwec:: them a d  l k e  -hi t e s .  I propose t h a t  

/ t h e  agency be r emo~ed  e i t h e r  t o  ti,e Sun Z ive r  fam., f o m e r l g  s e l e c t z d  f o r  t h e  

purpose, k u t  which, fo;. ve r ious  causes,  aras abandoned s e - ~ a r a i  jTe<~Ts a&o, o r  t o  

some @ % b r - - l o c a l i t y  remote from tl:e s e t t l e ~ e n t s  ~ n d  c r e a t  l j c e s  of' t r ave l .  ,gent 


