can do this, andlt 1s a grlevous wrong to force our soldiers into the unnata
ural attitude in winlxh they now stend, when the peeple of our frontier
universally décdare the Ind to ve at war, and the Ind com:lssi.nera and
agents pronounce fhem at peace, leaving u- on the gi:p to Le abused by both
narties, B

The Sec of War xnows already what efforts have been made in liont to
involve uslin wer there; also noW cliacorous have bpeen the civil atnoritles
of Colorado to the same end, and lastly Xans, Were I or the dert comumendsrs
to s nd guards to every .olat where taeywre crzmored Tor, we would need alon
oathe plains & hundred thousand wmen, mostly of caviry. sadh snot of revery
road, an. each 1ittle scttlement along our five thousandmilesg of

frontier,wantsits rregl .ent of cavalry or inf to protezt 1t against the
combined » wer of @&ll tue Ind, becwouse of tied-repossibility of their

beh g attacked by tine combined force of all these Ind., This-war-making, I
know, 1l¢ an expensive mattzr, and it does not rest wih me. I will not assume
it by calling into service an unlimited number of molunteers, and compri:sing
those ho in thelr igaorance would responi, and learn too l:te that Congress

alone can pay the bill. I do, however, urgently beg thut some disposition

be mad: of these questlons by the rightful party, the Cony of tue U S , that
all partieg interestcd may know where they aie to look for safety. Until zta
this is xk& done, I must continue, &s heretofore, to use the regular trpops
provided by law, and only to call ror voluntary help when, in the language
of Gen Grant, "it Dbscomesnecessary for the preservation of exi:ting
settiements and lines of travel."

I enclose herwith coples of desp.tich es tuken from & great masg on hand
pany of winich you have ulready seen, but which I tiaink, taken in connection,
will show Zm& wheu her the Ind troubles of this spring are caused bybrecent
acts on our part, or have arisen from the inherent causes so fully and
clearly set forth and described in the "Report of the Ind Comuittee"
nereinb:fore gucied, to winich I beg .o refer as contalning a column of
testinony dating long before a Pacift road was projected or @en Hancock' s
expedition ws«s8 dreamed of.

I also return her:with the report of Yen Buford, special comnissioner
a8 1t is an orighal paper Ior file in the war dept.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servantm,
W T Sherman,

w4
LT Gen U S5 Army.

Col Geo X Leet

Agst Adjutant Gen
Hdq .Aruy of U 5& Wasn .D.D.
{Headquerters)
e S e RN
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. Tge third point demanding attention is the want of more mounted men,
There seems to me to be but one way of bringing about t.k resglt, =nd that
isthe mount inf. This will render tuem availablie in the pursuit of Ind, and
will be & strong additin to the Bffective force in the terriory. As footlmen
they are of bgt 1ittlé service in Ind warfare. y
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