anyhow have _been ﬂerSude sooner or latsre. To abandon thls road now,
under oressure, would XEEX invite the whole Soo nation do n to uhe mamn
Platte road, and would, in my judg.msnt, increase our tioab1eg.

The destruction of Col FettermanVs party, that sal lied from Ft
Kearney in Dec lagt, wase surely one result of 4aie occu atlon of the road,
as stated by the comml sioner; but hstead of takhg with the Iad wio did
t e deed, I would have preferred to h .vefollowed the 8avages to thelr own

Page 66
Cp%ntry, and to have avenged the uascacre in such & way thtat it would not
have hvited a repitiition; but C ong, ia its $Hdom, with 2 full xnowledge
of &.1 the acts, ahd all its connecting clrcumst nces, nhad preferred to se
send out civil peace commissioners to confer with the nerpert.ators, and dm
durhag su-h conferences the niitary would not have been justilled in
adopting cxXteene measures. All that we have done or could do was to streng-
then that line so au to form a base from which, in due season, we mat avenge
the death of Col Fet.erman and his co.mand when i1t becomes nece8sary; but
the Soo have not confhed their efforts to resist the opening of bust sh le
road. They have carried wur down several hundredsof mles south, zn: have
¥11:=d our people a.d stolen our horses at Brady's Island, &t Ash Hollow,
on Lodge Pole, and even to the south of tne South Flatte. Some of Th se same
Soo are at t.is noment at open war in compisntion wita the Cheyemnes and
Kiowas, &g low gown &. the Smoky Hill amd wheeel belkeve they never ciamed
a right to go. It is bparely possiple toat the Soo nation now deglires peace,
but the acts of the warriors do notleok Lke 1t, and we, the millt ary and tk
the people, generall; are c umpelled to take all the xrEyenkarK precautdn
necessary to a stte of actual war, all the way from the Northe .Platte to
Uteh and liont, as wellas on the Swoky Hiil and New liexico roads. But,, to
siiow the honorable Sec of War that we, thenilitary, a.e .ot disposed to
prechpitate matters, or to usurp any of the ri hts and privileges of the
offters of the Ind bmreau, U refer to ay circuluar af instructdns herewith,
requring all officers actlhg under me to reppect all treatiies an: the rights
of the civil agents intrusted wth tihcir <¢xecution, except whemz their nosti-
1ity 1is undoubted. -
The Commissioner Gen Buford also traces the cause of the outbreak this

Sspring to iaj Gen Hancock's sxpedidn to Fort Larned, and to his burnhg the
Ind cawmp in Pawnee Fork %z in April last. In this I am sure he is in error,
for long before Hancock ha. started, we haod unmistakable signsof trouble
andposltive xamk threatls of warrdrs wekl known to us, that as soon as the
grass grew, there would be a combined attack on all our roads by the Soo of
the north, ond the Cheyennes, “rapanoes, and Kiewas of the south. That such
a combhbation was designed and partially concluded, is Lo me now demonstratec
s and even «t the tmewas clear to Gen Hancock. He wag on thems s pot, and we
was pbetter qualified to judge than the others ata distance, who perforued tr
thelr opinlons on Ind t-stimony alone, Gen Hanc had8 madexxk to me a full
and gatizfactory report, which is now at your headqu.rters, and I belbve
his wmovements so early in the ;prinb prevented a comvhation that might
otherwise have preyailesd from Minn to Texas. The cause of this coincidence
lies far decper than I fear Gen Buford ha. looed. The "report on the
condtion oif the Ind tribes," 1867, by a special comzltteeappointed under
Jomt regolution of March 3, 1368, nowbefore me, in m_Bd . judgment far better
sete forth ths causes that have resulted in Lhese tfoubles and glves us a
foundation of testimony on whih we ®x should build, I VLnture to ¢Xpress
a hope t..at the Cong of the U S will ag-in open this guestion and make
some approximate solution of it, so ohat in thme we may accompolih a
dexlnite pesult. So loqg as the two distinct rac-s of people, with such

o o3 ta$g$g§£§ as subsst between the rovz} ird of the plains an@bur own




