
up t h i s  wolecountry t _  t h e  Ind., tL i i ch  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  ques t ion  entire;'-y, 
I do n o t  recomm. nd t h e  g iv inb  up of t ~ l e s e  p o s t s ,  

The Union Paci fb  ry ,  bes ides  it; g r e a t  na t ioEbi  iml,ortance, s very 
es  ~ n t i a l  t o  t,,e h t e r e s t s  of t ~ e  d p t . ,  i n  t h e  w- y of rAoving t roops  and 
sup j i$s  a t  a g r e a t  savin, of t ~ , i e  i:, %_oneye I haven t h e r e f o r e ,  endeavored 
i n  every way possble  t o  a 0 s i s t  i n  i c s  cons t r~zct ion ,  deemingits corn p l e t i o n  
i z t o  t h e  Black H i l l s  even, i n  i t s  e f L e c t  upon Ind a f faps ,  LS equiva lent  t o  
a successf -1 ccmpaign. The 30th i n f ,  p a r t  of t h e  4 th ,  p a r t  of t h e  36th, s 
4 co.s of cavs l ry ,  and 4 Go. s of Pamee scouts,habe been occupied i n  i t s  
ca re  dui-irlg t h e  e n t i r e  summer, e s c o r t i n g  engineers  and corn,.issiDners and 
pi.ote cti i lg giflad&, and working , ' . , r t ies.  

The o v e r l ~ n d  mail  s t eges  hLLve requii.ed gu rds ,t t h e i r  str,.tions between i J u l  sburg and Deniem ar, and betw een B Ft .s  Sanders and Bridger,  as a l s o  
guards t o  L e i r  coashes on p a r t s  of t h e i r  routes .  d a r t  of t h e  4 t h  i n f  and 
p a r t  of trie 36th i n f  a r e  novi occucied on t h a t  duty. 

The t e l eg raph  , ines  azve asked f o r  guarf-s a t  s m e  of t h e i r  n o s t  exposa 
s t a t i o n s  an;. I hL.ve furn ished  them, a s  well as e ,corts  f o r  t h e i r  repi . f rers  
whene e r  required.  
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(sane L e t t e r )  

The 200 Ind  scouts  zu thoLized  f o r  t h i s  dep t  were a l l  e n i i s t e d  from t h e  
Pawnees, and organized Bnto 4 co of 59 esch ~ d d e r  Xraj  x North, an  e f f i c i e n t  
o f f i c e r ,  7:-LO ,?_ad coi.ii.-anded e coii any of vher;z dur- 

i n g  t h e  w a r .  They were o f f i e e r e d  from men most of w horn coula  s-;leak t h e i r  
l ~ n g u a g e  and mountedom comnon Ind ponies. I have never seen nore  obedient  
o r  b e t t e r  behdved troopsE, ~ n d  tney Gave done most e x c e l l e n t  s e r v i c e ,  

Shouici i t  become ns ces-ary  another  yea r  t o  c a r r y  on a w a r  a g a i n s t  t h e  
h o s t i l e  t r i b e s ,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  recornmend t h ~ t  Gong be asked t o  p e r n i t  me 
t o  organize t h r e e  b a t t a l l i o n s  of f o u r  hundred each, from t h e  f r i e n d l y t r i b e s  
i n  t h i s  dept.  I t  opens t o  tLAise peoTL 1 - a us- f  1 caree r ,  ren-iers then 
t r ~ c t ~ b l e  and obedient,  and t~ due-,tes &E an, c i v i ~ b e s t h e m  mpre efcEectually 
than can be done i n  any o t h s r  raL,y. They a r e  pecu la r ly  q u a l i f i e d ,  too,  f o r  
s e r v i c e  og t a e  , l a i n s .  They a r e  un$yualle6 a s  r i d e r s ,  know the  country 
tnoroughly, a r e  hardly ever s i ~ k ,  and never d e s e r t ,  anq  a r e  c s r c f u l  of t h ~ 2  
norses .  i,;oi.ewver, I hkve n - v e r  seen  oneufi;er t h e  in f luence  of l i q u o r ,  tho  
they h ve hL,d every opportuni ty of gettibg it .  A= t he  s e  son f o r  a c t i v e  
opera t ions  c loses  t - i -y  can b- did_izh rged t o  go h o i ~ e  and look a f t e r  t h e i r  
fLL,xil ies f o r  t-ie winter .  This they p i  e f e r .  ; ,2ropos- t o  d ischrrge  ny 
?z,,.nee scouts  e r l y  i n  Dee. 
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Theorci-- f o r  openin, t h e  neu o r  Gozelaenls rou te  t o  i . L ~ t n  was f i r s t  m~dja 
by Xaj G-n John .?ope, when comLndhg t h e  dept  of iio,,  and I was nvver info&? 
informed t h a t  i t  conf,i ; tei  with any ;reaLy ~i i i th  the  Soo; a r  t h a t  Ghe 
L r e ~ t y  ha, been iwongfully exacted from self-cleeated c h i e f s  of t h a t  i-iation 
by t h e  c o m i s s i o e r s  duly a_po in ted .  Ths eosd was c a l l a d  Eor by t h e  growing 
s e t ~ l a n e n t s  i n  ~liiont, i t  being s e v e r a l  hundreLii les  s h o r t e r  tiIan t h e  old 
road round by S a l ~  Lake, o r  by F t  Ha l - ,  snc  the e s t z b  of the  new * ~ ~ s t s  
(Ft iLexo, P h i l  Aearney,u.n3 C F Sni;h) vras but, t he  2rolongat ion of SK6 BJM 
a l i L ~ e l o ~ g  s i n c e  e s t  Q ?'row. Ft Le- ven w o r ~ h  t 3  F t  'az ad&, and irould - 


