
power has  no r i c h t f u l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  i n t e rpose  i n  such cases ,  and t h e  consequencm 

a l ready  a r e  very  demoral izing,  and w i l l  soon be  worse u n l e s s  a r i g h t f u l  remedy 

is  aypl ied .  I have no suggest ions t o  mike, but  most u r g e n t l y  would i n v i t e  t h e w a r  

Deyartment t o  l a y  the sub jec t  before  t 5 e  Congress of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  i n  order  

t h a t  i t  may t a k e  t h e  whole sub jec t  under cons idera t  ion,  and provide a n  e f f i c i e n t  

c i v i l  government, o r  empower t h e  m i l i t a r y  t o  exe rc i se  such a u t h o r i t y  where t h e  

c i v i l  a i l t ho r i ty  i s  n a n i f e s t l y  inadequate.  

On t h e  f i r s t  day of Ju ly  last I r t ~ d e  you a n  o f f i c i a l  r eno r t  on t h e  Indian  - 
a f f a i r s  of t h e  p l a i n s ,  vrti?ic:i I bez now t o  r e f e r  t3 and make part of t h i s .  Since 

t h a t  da t e  t he  Congress of t h e  3 n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s ,  by an  a c t  approved J u l y  20, 

1867, provided f o r  a board of ~ o ~ i s s i o n e r s ,  t o  proceed t o  t he  Indian country,  
"-,"- -. 

and t o  t a k e  i n  charge the  arhole quest ion.  I was d e t a i l e d  by t h e  Pres ident  as a 

member of t h a t  board, mbich assembled af t h e  Southern g o t e l ,  of t h i s  c i t y ,  on 

t h e  s i x t h  day of August, mci 'ms ever  sknce been c l o s e l y  engwed i n  t h e  work. 

I Pending t h e i r  a c t i o n ,  I rj movements pure ly  def e  

I s ~ ~ . b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e i r  p l a n s  8nd p ; l r p s e s .  In  t h e  depmtrnents bo rde r i rg  on t h e  
-., " 

P l a t t e  and Missouri,  I r d i a n  h o s t i l i t i e s  have i n  a ?leasure c w s e d  s i n c e  t h e  

board has  been at work, bu t  on the  Arkansas and Smoll~y H i l l ,  h o s t i l i t i e s  s t i l l  

y r e v a i l ;  y e t  it i s  honed t h e s e  a l s o  w i l l ,  i n  a measure, be  quieted down. U h t i l  

t h a t  ~ o i m i ~ s i o n  has c losed  i t s  work, and Concress has a c t e d  on t h e i r  r e p o r t ,  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  w i l l  be kept  as nuch on the  defens ive  as p o s s i ~ ~ l e ;  but  it  i s  not equal ly  

p r a c t i c a b l e  t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e  peoqle who l i v e  i -n  contac t  wi th  t h e  Indians ,  and w h  

have l e s s  f a i t h  i n  t h e i r  sincerit:? as t o  p a c e .  I n  t b e  Teat? t i n e ,  I deem i t  

wise a d  prudent t o  cont inue t o  ocmoy as he re to fo re  t h e  g r e a t  roads and t h e  

exposed p o i n t s  of ou r  f r o n t  i e r e ,  and t o  u s e  t h e  t ixe  i n  i x ~ r o v i n g  t h e  builC?iqgs 

and c o l l e c t i n y  t h e  necess:&ry s u ~ ~ l i e s .  Ia t h i s  we have m d e  good T3royress, ~ n d f  

from personal  inspec t ion ,  :>ad f r o x  t h e  r e m r t s  of good m d  * r i e d  in snec tn r s ,  I a m  

well  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  our  t roops  a r e  i n  i n f i n i t e l y  b e t t e r  condi t ion  An all  r e syec t s  

than  they  were at t h i r  t ime last year .  If the Indian peace comrniesion succeed 
* 

i n  qu ie t ing  t h e  Indians ,  t h e s e  m i l i t a r y  p o s t s  w i l l  soon becme  what t5ey were 
a 

he re to fo re  on our  western bo rde r ,  the  n u c l e i  of towns, enabl ing us t o  withdraw 

t h e  t roops ,  and t o  concen t r a t e  then e i t k e r  at c h e a ~ e r  p o s t s  of supply,  o r  t o  

move them s t i l l  furliher i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t b e  newer and more esnosed se t t lements .  

The exnerirtrsnt of u s i n g  Indians i n  t h e  c a p c i t y  o f  s o l Q i e r s  has  been p a r t i a l l y  

t r i e d  d1lri.n~ t h e  p st  y e a r ,  with as much success  as could  reasonably be expect&. 

The a c t  of  Congress approved July 28 ,  1866, provided f o r  one thousand Indian  


