
D u r i z  t h e  yea r ,  two most important e n t e r p r i s e s ,  i n  which t h e  whole c i v i l i z e d  

world has  an  i n t e r e s t ,  have beer, i n  progress  w i t h i n  t h i s  Indian  country--the 

Omaha F a c i f i c  r&i l r aod  and the  Kansa~  P a c i f i c  r a i l r o a d .  The former was completed 

last y e a r ,  and i n  runninr  o rde r  as far as t h e  fo rks  of t h e  F l a t t e ,  280 mi les  west 

of Omha. The win te r  season was a month l a t e r  t h i s  y e a r  than  usua l ,  and a n  

immense anount of r a i n  f h l l  i n  A p r i l  and Yay, de lay ing  work; but s l n c e  June r ap id  

progress  has  been mde.  I have rqyself p s s @ d  over 455 miles  o f  f i n i s h e d  r a i l r o a d  

west of Omaha, and an s a t i s f i e d  from the  ? repara t ions  m d e  an? ; ;acer ia l s  on the  

ground t h a t  t h e  Omaha P a c i f i c  r a i l r o a d  w i l l  b e  f i n i s h e d  and i n  goo6 runninp o rde r  

during t h e  month of Xovezber a s  f a r  as t h e  Cheyenne, t h e  foo t  of t h e  Rocky 

mountains, a d i s t a n c e  o f  530 miles  from Omaha. Although t h e  Indian h o s t i l i t i e s  

have been sometrhfit embarrassed the  surveying and g r a d i  g ~ a r t i e s ,  y e t  they have 

not rnat e r i a l l y  delayed t h e  rnain work of cons t ruc t ion  

The Kansas P a c i f i c  r a i l r o a d  sus ta ined  heavy &&age by t h e  f r e s h e t s  of May 

and June. 

This  was r a p i d l y  and s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e p a i r e d  by t h e  con t r ac to r ,  3dr. Shoemaker, 

and  t h e  road w s  i n  : o m l e t e  order  up t o  Fort  Harker by the  f i r s t  of J u l y .  Since 

t h a t  d a t e  t h e i r  working -oar t ies  have been oftel: i n t e r r u p t e d  by Indians.  S t i l l  

t h i s  r a i l r o a d  a l s o  has hade f a i r  nrDyress,  and I a n  convinced i t  w i l l  be 

f i i i i s i e d  i n  good working o r d e r  up t o  and beyond Fort  Hays, 76 mi les  west o f  

For t  Ffarker, dur ing  t h e  ~ r e s e n t  rnonth of October. 

Illy i n s t r u c t i m s  have been t o  extcnd t o  both these  roads as much m i l i t a r y  

~ r o t e c t i o n  and a s s i s t a n c e  as t h e  tr:,>ps could s - a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e i r  o the r  

heavy an6  importa2t d u t i e s ;  and I s l in l l  c ontinoe t h e  same genera l  o rde r s  t o  

a i d  t h e s e  i m o r t a n t  e n t e r p r i s e s .  

These roads,  a l though i n  t h e  hands of p r i v a t e  c o r ~ o r a t i o n s ,  have more thant 

t h e  u s u a l  c laim on u s  f o r  n i l i t a r y  p r ~ t e c t i o n ,  because t h e  general  governraeat is 

l a r g e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  pec imiar i ly .  They a i d  us m t e r i i a l l y  i n  our m i l i t a r y  opera t ions  

by trans nor tin^ tiroons and s t o r e s  r a 9 i d l y  a c r o s s  a b e l t  o f  land  h i t h e r t o  only 

yassed i n  t h e  s m e r  by slow t r a i n s  drawn by oxen, dependent on t h e  g r a s s  f o r  

food; and a l l  the S t a t e s  and T e r r i t o r i e s  west have a d i r e c t  de~endence  on t h e s e  

roads f o r  t h e i r  w t e r i a l  s u n p l i  es. Flhcn t he se  two g r e a t  thoroughfares  reach  

t h e  base  of  t h e  Iioclcy mountains,  and when t h e  Indian t i t l e  t o  roam at w i l l  over 

t h e  coun5ry l y i n g  between them i s  e x t i y ~ i s h e d ,  then t h e  s o l u t i o n  of t h i s  most 

complicated quec t ion  of Irldian h o s t i l i t i e s  w i l l  be cozpa ra t ive ly  easy,  f o r  t h i s  


