
When I was at Fort Sedgwick, on the  11th of June, a s s i s t i n g  General A-r on 

that l i n e ,  General Hancock was i n  person on the Smoky H i l l ,  and t o  g ive  eocouragement 

I advised him t o  go i n  person along t he  whole l i n e  as far as Denver. This he dici, reach- 

i r e  Denver on the 23d of June. After  arranging ce r ta in  matters there  he returned 

eastward along t h a t  route,  ( t h e  Smoky  ill,) and I 7iet him i n  person at Tort Harker, 

July  12. In  the mean time the  cholera had manifested i ts  presence at Fort Hnrker, 

and the Indians a lao  were very  ac t ive  a t tacking the  r a i l r oad  working p a r t i e s  and the  

t r a i n s  general ly ,  so t ha t  on the 4 th  of Ju ly  I went t o  Fort Harker i n  person to  see  

that  al l  was being dme the case admitted of t o  &eck t he  progress of the cholera, 

arld of t he  Indians a l so .  Brevet ?JaJor General A. J. Smith, i n  command of the  troops 

there  i n  the  absence of General Hancock, had represented t he  absolute necessi ty 

f o r  more cavalry,  and urgent ly  asked t ha t  the s i x  companies of the  seventh cavalry 

t ha t  had been previously ordered a.cross t o  the P l a t t e  should be sent  back again. 

This being impossible ther,, there  was no a l t e rna t i ve  but to  meet the  pressing denand 

by a c a l l  f o r  volunteers. Governor Cramfurd undertooB t o  r a i s e  a b a t t a l i o n  of s i x  

t o  eight co:rrpanies of  Kansas mounted volunteers,  to  be ready f o r  nus te r  in to  service  

of the  United S ta tes  by the  6th  of July. Captain and Brevet Lieutenant Colonel 

F. H. Bates, ( r e t i r e d , )  m s t e r i n g  o f f i c e r  of the department of t he  Yissouri,  was 

ordered t o  Fort Harlrer with the necessary ro l l s .  The volunteers were not reaav at 

t h e  day ' -ppointed, but Governor Cmwford came i n  person t o  Fort Barker; and on 

the 14th day of July C a p t a i ~  Bates m s t e r e d  i n  four companies of Kansas volunteers 

f o r  foxzr months, a l l  t h a t  could be pot up t o  that  date. They a r e  now in  service  

and have done well,  and I ask that  the necessary a p ~ r o p r i a t i o n s  be promptly mde  

f o r  t h e i r  payment. To t h i s  lir. Stanton, the Secretary of War, pledged himself t o  A 

me, and I ,  i n  turn ,  made the sane pledge t o  the  Zen; and I ask  that t h i s  pledge be 

redeemed. They are the only volunteers ca l l ed  out by me, and they nere  indispensably 

necessary. In t h i s  connection I w i l l  a l s o  say t ha t  t h i s ,  the only expense, is  

outs ide  of the  regular  appropriat ions f o r  the RT,  t h a t  has been incurred with my 

sanction in  a l l  these Indian troubles. 

We have been very shor t  of cavalry a l l  the tinte. General Tsrv had none at 

al l ;  General Augur but one regi&ent, one of which, the  t h i rd ,  ms and i s  i n  New 

Mexico; the  tenth ,  a colored regiment, was jus t  i n  the a c t  of enlistment, and the 

seventh tJcxkxjduurzrxxxyxxx was the only one ava i lab le  f o r  service t h i s  summer. This 

forced me t o  s h i f t  the seventh back anci f o r t h ,  from the Smow R i l l  t o  the  P l a t t e  and 

back again,  as the host if e Indians chanced from one road t o  t1.e other;  and t h i s  l ed  


