
of government, and because I a l so  l ea rn  tha t  s ince  the  a r r i v a l  there  of Governor 

Green Clay Smith, he a l so  has retained i n  service  these  volunteers, and has 

brought about a con f l i c t  with the  Crows and other  Indians outside of the  s e t t l e d  

l i m i t s  of the  Terr i tory ,  when he knew that  the government desired very much to  

r e t a i n  peaceful r e l a t i ons  with them. 

About the  sane time, v i z ,  M a y ,  1867, the Indians, both from the  north and 

south, began a systematic a t t a c k  upon the P l a t t e  route. General A u p r ,  within 

whose departxlent t h i s  route l i e s ,  was present person and most ac t ive ,  doing a l l  tha t  

was possible with t he  regular  t r o o ~ s  at h i s  disposal. But beice personally 

charged with t h e  respons ib i l i ty  of c a l l i ng  out volunteers i n  case of necessi ty,  and 

a l so  advised of t he  g rea t  de s i r e  of t he  War Department to  avoid a general Indian w a r ,  

I repaired i n  persor t o  Omaha, and accompanied General Augur t o  Fort Sedgwick, where, 

o r  i n  i t s  v i c in i t y ,  I remained from the  6 th  t o  the 22d of June, having previously 

ordered s i x  companies of the seventh cavalry,  under General Custer, from the Smoky 

H i l l  to  t he  P la t t e .  ?fivernor Bunt, of Colorado, h d  a l s o  telegra-pl?ed t o  the  

Secretary of War concerning the  dangers that  threatbned h i s  Terri tory.  His message 

was transmitted to  me a l s o  by the Secretary of War, with a similar caution as in 

the  case of ldontana. I ansvered Governor Hunt under date  of May 29, 1867: "There i s  

no l a w  t o  pay f o r  v o l u n t ~ e r s ,  but you ought t o  r a i s e  a regiment of 500 men, and 

have them reaqv i n  case I c a l l  fo r  t hemn  After  reaching Tort S e d ~ i c k  I had a 

very f u l l  correspor-dence with Governor gunt, and i n  a despatch of June 6 I used 

t h i s  la.npzige: " I t  is  bare ly  possible the Cheyenne can?, starrpeded by Rancock on 

Pawnee fork ,  i s  now on the nepublican, south of t h i s .  General Suster  may s t r i k e  

them i n  coming across ;  but i f  you w i l l  start four companies of 300 men from Denver 

at once, say to-norrcw, f o r  the head of the  Tiepublican, t o  scour it eastward as 

far as t h i s ,  and then come in here,  I w i l l  h m e  General Po t te r  t o  muster them i n  

f o r  two months, which w i l l  e n t i t l e  then t o  pay f o r  se lves  and horses as soon as 

Congress can a ~ ~ r o p r i a t e  the aoney. I w i l l  reclace m y  arms o r  armunit ion you may 

borrow for  the  time being, ancl w i l l  supply the commnd on i t s  a r r i v a l  with ra t ions  

f o r  selves and horses. This i s  the best I can do now, but i t  mst be done at once.'& 

The Governor f o ~ n d  i t  impossible t o  buy horses f o r  these  volunteers, and I had no ri&t 

to  buy them, so thctt t h e  p ro jec t  was dropped, and no volunteers have been ra i sed  i n  

Colorado, and I know of no money claims being enter ta ined as growirg out of recent 

InGian h o s t i l i t i e s .  there. 


