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A s  the  spr ing of 1867 opened, repor t s  of Indian h o s t i l i t i e s  cane p a u r i w  i n  

from every quarter ,  but i n  order t o  give a connection to  these I w i l l  begin at t h e  

extreme north. On the 3d of May, 1867, the  honorable Secre tam of War, Mr. Stanton, 

t ransmitted t o  me dbspatches of the  most alarming nature  from the ac t ing  governor 

of Montana, General b a g h e r ,  and the chief j u s t i c e  of the Terr i tory ,  t o  the  e f fec t  

tha t  large  bands of h o s t i l e  Sioux and Crows were threatening the va l l ey  of the 

Gal la t in ,  and that "he peoqle were f l e e ing  f o r  t h e i r  l ives.  

The Secretary author ized me, under advice of extreae caution, t o  c a l l  out 

volunteers f o r  t'ne energency i f  the regular  troops were inadequate. Under date of 

May 14, 1867, I telegraphed t o  Acting Governor Meagher tha t  reenforcements were coming 

as fast, as poss ible ,  but i f  the danger was as great  as he had represented, t o  " c a l l  

out i n  your i n t e r e s t  t he  peo?le and c l ea r  the  way,n add in^, "there i s  no l a w  author- 

i z ing  the  enrol l ing of troops i n  a Terri tory subject  t o  the  governor, but you shuuld 

meet the  emergency without a f o r m l  organization and muster in to  service  of the 

United S ta tes ,  c o n f i ~ i n g  yourself t o  s e l f - p r ~ t e c t i o n . ~ ~  Governor Keagher had already 

ca l l ed  out volunteers,  and subsequently asked me f o r  arms, equipments, and t o  be 

mustered in.  This I exphatical ly refzsed i n  a despatch of the  9th  of !day, but 

ins t ructdd General Augur at Omha t o  order from h i s  neares t  gost ,  v iz .  , Sal t  Lake 

City,  a d iscreet  o f f i c e r  t o  go t o  Virginia City, Montsna, and to  judge of the 

necess i ty  of a c a l l  f o r  volunteers. General Augur despatched that inost judicious 

o f f i c e r ,  idajor and Brevet Lieutenant Coloael W i l l i a m  H. Lewis, th i r ty - s ix th  infantry ,  

who reacked Virginia City about !&y 19,  1867, and, a f t e r  r emin ing  the re  a month, 

confir:ned m e  i n  the  be l i e f  tha t  Gallat in va l l ey  had not been invaded b$ h o s t i l e  

Indians at a l l ,  but t b t  the  murder of a Vr. 3'ozemn, more than s i x t y  miles beyond 

Gal la t in ,  i n  the  d i rec t ion  of Fort C. F. Smith, w a s  tbe  only r ea l  a c t  of h o s t i l i t y  

tha t  he could hear of t ha t  had been comnitted in  that  cparter. I then recalled Brevet 

Lieutenant Colonel Lewis, and l e f t  tLe whole matter t o  General Terry, i n  whose 

department ldontana w a s ,  and who was then known t o  be en route f o r  t ha t  Territory. 

For the fu r the r  ccclsideration of t h i s  l ra t ter  I r e f e r  t o  General Terry 's  report  

h e m i t h ,  and only a l lude  t o  i t  here t o  shsw th8t  the United S ta tes  a r e  not i n  any 

mas'Jre responsible f o r  the  c a l l  f o r  volunteers i n  Montana, which A c t i w  Governor 

hlewher made i n  s p i t e  of t h e  decision t o  the contrary by t he  r i gh t fu l  department 


