
l e s s  than th ree  hundred Indians were k i l l e d  o r  disabled. Major Powell, by h i s  

coolness and firmness i n  t h i s  m s t  c red i tab le  a f f a i r ,  has  shown what a few 

determined can e f fec t  with good arms and strong hear t s ,  even with such temporary 

defensive arrangements a s  a r e  allnost alma:rs a t  hand, and tha.t i t  i s  zlways sa fe r ,  

leaving out t he  questions of duty andprofessional honor, t o  stand and f i gh t  

Indians than t o  r e t r e a t  from them. Had t h i s  par ty  attempted t o  f a l l  back, every 

one would have ?erished. A s  i t  was, i t  l o s t  one o f f i c e r  a.nd tmo e ~ l l i s t e d  men 

k i l l ed .  

Lieutenant Jenness, a most excelleat  young o f f i c e r ,  f e l l  wl?i!e af fording to h i s  

men a f i n e  example of coolness and daring in t he  per fonance  of h i s  duty. 

H i s  l o s s  i s  regre t ted  by h i s  command, by whom he was g r ea t l y  esteemed and loved. 

On the 17th  ins tan t ,  Lieutenant B v i s ,  of the Pawnee scouts, sent out with ten 

men to  reconnoitre near Plum creek, Nebraska, f e l l  i n  with a grea t ly  superior 

force of h o s t i l e  Indians. He gradually f e l l  back u n t i l  re-enforced by Captain 

EOaie and t h i r t y  men of h i s  Patmees, when they re-crossed the  P l a t t  r i v e r  and were 

soon a t tacked by over a hundred Cheyemes and Sioux. 

Captain Murie coolly held  h i s  f i r e  u n t i l  within proper distance,  when he 

ouickly charged and dispersed them, following them i n  a running f ight  f o r  t en  

miles, k i l l i n p  f i f t e en ,  c e r t a i r ,  and it  is  believed more; wounding a good many, 

and captaring two pr isoners ,  thirt:?-one horses and mules, and a la rge  nuinber of 

blankets,  saddles and other  property. 

Our only l o s s ,  one h o ~ s e  k i l l e d  and f i v e  wounded. Captain !,Iu-ie, Lieutenant 

B v i s ,  and t h e i r  brave Pawnees, a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  great  c red i t  fo r  t h i s  most 

decided sllccess. 

The general commanding regrets  that  t'ne coamanders i n  these s e v ~ r a l  2 f Sa i r s  

have not given the nams  of the en l i s t ed  men vho most d i s t  ingslished themselves, 

t ha t  they mi ,~h t  be recorded i n  t h i s  order. I t  i s  not too l a t e  to  reaedy t h i s  

a p ~ a r e n t  i n ju s t i c e ,  and the  comwnders concerned will, on receipt  of t h i s  order, 

report  the desired nanes t 3  these headquarters. 

Hereafter ,  i n  a l l  reisorts of engagements, the narnes of en l i s t ed  men dist inpuishing 

themselves w i l l  be exbraced i n  the reyort .  
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