
Remarks On Our Indian  System. 

Vhatever mag have been, o r  my now be ,  t h e  e f f e c t  of our  Indian system eas t  

of t h e  Roclq mountains, where t h e  Indians  a r e  organized i7:to l a r g e  t r i b e s  and  

governed by powerful c h i e f s ,  i t  has  praved worse than  u s e l e s s  on t h i s  c o a s t ,  where 

they l i v e  i n  s ~ m l l  bnn&s, wi th  no well  recognized and respons ib le  head. The farce 

of Indian  t r e a t i e s  should be e n t i r e l y  a b a ~ d o n e d ,  and these  savages be t a q h t  t h a t  

they a r e  not  independent n a t i o n s ,  but t he  sub jec t s  of ou r  government; and t h a t ,  

I while  they  a r e  amenable t o  ou r  laws, they a r e  e n t i t l e d  to  r ece ive  our  pro tec t ion .  

,I I t  i s  u s e l e s s  t o  expect t h e  whites  and Indians  t o  l i v e  toge the r  i n  peace. I n  

1 j revence f o r  savage b a r b s r i t  i e s ,  t h e  f r o n t i e r  s e t t l e r s  k i l l  t h e  Indiz~ns  without 

regard  t o  t h e i r  i nd iv idua l  innocence o r  ,silt, T!e a i l i t a r y  a r e  ~ o w e r l e s s  t o  

revea t  t h i s ,  and t h e  c i v i l  cou r t s  w i l l  r o t  punish a white  man f o r  k i l l i n g  a n  B 
Indian. Consequently, the Indians r e t a l i a t e  by murdering innocent wh i t e s ,  without 

regard t o  s e x  o r  see.  

The only  way i n  w5ich t h i s  murderous f r o n t i e r  w a r  can be t e r m h a t e d  wi th in  a 

l i in i ted  pe r iod ,  is  t o  renove t h e  Inditxns t o  some l a r g e  and well-defilled reserv:it ions,  

p laced  e n t i r e l y  under m i l i t a r y  au-tliori t y  , and t o  exclude a l l  w l i i  t e  s e t t l e r s  therefrom. 

It m y  t ake  years t o  c o l l e c t  a l l  the tri3al Iizdians on t h e s e  r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  bu t  i t  

can be done i n  t ime,  and thus  e n t i r e l y  remove both t h e  cause o f ,  and incen t ive  t o ,  

Indian wars. 

I n  condenmifig our  present  system as worse than  u s e l e s s ,  I c a s t  no r e f l e c t i o n s  

upon t h e  ? resent  o f f i c e r s  of the Indian bureau i n  t h i s  divis ion. .  So f a r  as they 

a r e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  concerned, I be l i eve  then have endeavored t o  do as m c h  good as 

p o s s i b l e  wi th  t h e i r  l i m i t e d  means. T:le f a u l t  is i n  t h e  system i t s e l f ,  and no 

e f f i c i e n t  remeay can be @ p l i e d  so long as t h a t  systern i s  continued. In  q? 

o?inion, the pub l i c  i:-iterests on t h i s  coas t  imperiously demand a r a d i c a l  change. 

Xnd t h i s  n e c e s s i t y  has  been made s t i l l  more imperat ive by t h e  a d d i t i o n  of some 

f o r t y  o r  f i f t y  thousand tri3al and u n c i v i l i z e d  n a t i v e s  i n  h s s i a n  America. It i s  

t r u e  t h a t  t hese  n a t i v e s  now are, and have been f o r  a long  t i m e ,  at  peace wi th  t h e  

whites;  b i ~ t  t hese  ~ e a c e f u l  r e l a t i o n s  vcill soon b e  i . n t e r r ~ p t e d  i f  our  Indian 

s i r s t e m ,  wi th  a l l  i t s  co r i -~p t ions ,  sho~r ld  bf i2troduced i n  t h a t  count=. 
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