
of i t s  f i e l d  o f f i c e r s  have never joined s ince  i t  came t o  t h i s  coast ,  and seven 

of i t s  captains a r e  absent i n  the  eas te rn  States.  Other regintents have been 

equally i n  want of o f f i c e r s  durily: thepast year. Most of t he  troops on t h i s  

coast a r e  v i rkual ly  i n  the  f i e l d ,  and the  presence of t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  is absolutely 

necessary t o  t h e i r  d i sc io l ine  and efficiency.  

Indian Scouts, 

In t h i s  connection I I-espectfully c a l l  a t t en t i on  t o  the  use of Indian scouts. 

The l a w  authorizes the  enlploymnt of one thousand, but of t h i s  number only two 

hundred were a l l o t t e d  to  t'yis division.  Although these,  equally divided between 

t he  two departments, a re  very few, t h e i r  services have ?roved of the  g rea tes t  

value. The o f f i c e r s  nre  unanimous i n  favor of g rea t ly  increasing t he  number. A s  

guides and scouts,  they a r e  almost i nd i spe~sab l e .  On t h i s  subject I re fe r  t o  

t h e  remarks of Generals BEcDowell and Steele ,  and. the commanders who have used 

them i n  the  f i e ld .  I hope the  number w i l l  be great ly  increased. 3e could employ 

at l e a s t  one thousand on t h i s  coast,  with adva~ t age  and economy. They would save 

the Tore valuable l i ve s  of many white men, 

Indian Prisoners Of War 

Indian p r i s o c e r ~  of war have become ~ u i t e  numerous at mny  of the  i n t e r i o r  

posts ,  and a r e  a matter of ser ious  embarrassment. The agents of the Indian 

bureau w i l l  not ,  as a general r c l e ,  receive then on the  reservations. I f  released, 

they re tu rn  t o  t h e i r  haunts and resume h o s t i l i t i e s .  I f  k e ~ t  at m i l i  tar17 posts ,  

they must be m r d e d  by the soldiers  and fed by the  commissary department. This 

cos ts  a l a rge  sum of money, an6 requires the services  of many of our troops,  who 

otherwise could operate i n  the f i e l d .  To keep then i n  idleness,  as simnly prisoners,  

i s  demoralizing both t o  the Indians and the ?]en who guard t h e a .  To emloy  themi 

i n  c u l t i v e t i r g  land f o r  t h e i r  o m  sunport w i l l  requir-e agricul- tural  iniplements, 

seed, c lo thing,  agents,  and sc~erintendents--An f i n e ,  a system of reservat ions  

and farms under mi l i t a ry  author i ty ,  precise ly  l i k e  that  now under the  Indian 

burezu. kgaic,  some of the more f r i end ly  t r i b e s  have offered t o  reinove t o  

reservat ions ,  provided they a r e  furnished with provisions the  f i r s t  year ,  and 

properly protected by t he  troops. But t h e  mi l i t a ry  have no author i ty  to  feed 

Indians, other than those held  as pr isoners  of w a r ;  nor can they es tab l i sh  and 

organize Indian reservat ions ,  as they have no appropriations of money which can 

be employed f o r  such Furposes. 


