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loss in the destruction of their entire corn crop, by the ravages of immense
</ ‘

nupbers ol ¢rasshoppers, the value of the crop being estimated at 50,000, So severe

appeals for reliaef, und I trust that Congress will grant it.

a culamity,
Such aid ss the department can ¢ive by the means at its disposal, and applicable to
the objoct, will be furnished to them, as well us to itle Poncas znd othérs, suffTerers
from the samc cause. Their educational interests have Leen rauuch neglected, and
sorething should Le done to meet their necd in this rega?d.

Ho materisl change iﬁ the general condition of the other trives is pogceptile.
The Poncas continuc friendly, aud now thuat their ireaty, made two yecrs ago, has
been ratified, and they have a permunent home secured, their gradual advancement in
civilization, under measures put in operation for their benefit , may be reasonable
expected.

The aAssinaboines and tribes in the northern part of the Territory are in

general firiendly disposed. <Causes, however, exist which may lezd to trouble.
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Dissatisfaction is expressed at the encroachments of the whites upon their country;

especia..ly is this thei.case wiih
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Assinaboineg. They complain that, notwith-
standing they ylelded o the commissioners vwho negotvisted the itresty wiith them
in 1866, not yet ratified, the righst of certain routes of travel for the whites,
to settlement: in Montana, anotiher route is leing used through thelr country

without their coansent. Unless some acrrangement is made in the matter, satisfactory

to them, it isc feured that hostilities on their part will foliow.




