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Ly promises thet farming operations on a much larger scale should Le cormenced for

then early the following spring. Sprin. has passed, and the amount of work done

for them is not as much as I hoped would have been the result, or as much as the

Indians expected., I hauve done all the very limited means at wy disposal would
allow. The aéricultural irplements purchased for them st St. Louis did not reach
here until the 9th of June. ALl plouszhing for spring planting should have been
completed before thiat time. The teams were Kept at work until zbout the 1lst of
the  present month, wheh the Indians® food being exhausted they vere compelled to
abandon the work and start,off on & buffslo hunt. Their corn is growing finely,

and if kept clear of weeds promises a good yield. ZTFrom the time they commenced

work until forced to abandon their field from the want of food, they seemed to

perform thei: lobor with much more energy ond satisfaction than I anticipated. In

connection with the future farming interests of these Indians I respectfully draw 3

u%

your =zttention to their itreaties no existing with the government. They are wholly

inadequate to mcet the sctual requirements of the Indians. 7Take for example
tre trealy with the Lower Brule band. They cre allowed by this treaty S25 a year for
each lodge or family enguged in sgriculture. “hen 100 lodges Locate and s0 engage

tLey roeceive the sum of 2,500. ‘'Yhis numter of lodges ought to huve «t least 500 . - ]

acres of ¢round broken for planting, Leing three ucres for each lodse, often

numbering four and five adult persons. This work zlone would probably more than
absorb the $2,500, leaving nothing for thc necessary expenses of fencing, building,
field labor, and various other incidental expenses. 41l the other trezties with
tliese bands are §imilar cxeept two. Uhese two are the ones existing with the Llack-
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feet and Hinneconjou bands,/neither of which bands receive from treaty stipulations

a dollar for agricultural purposes. Yet many of botk these tands have located and
desire to commence farming. They secm to have no idea that their treaties differ
in this regard from those with other bands, and expect of course proporiionate

assistence. It now seems quite probable that the hostile portion of the Minneconjou .- :

band will within tie year give up the war, when many will desire to loeate and




