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numters were coming for the purpose of carrying on a war along the Missouri valley,

where there were not soldiers enough to offer zan effectual resistance. 1In this event

the condivion of the friendly -“ndians did not warrant them in adhering to a support

of the government. Zvery argument was used ihat they could comprehend %o show Bre

(Eﬁfﬁ;ﬁfifééééﬁzfgfmﬂéEwiaiJEE£EEL2£m£9§SQ¢,§ﬁd every precaution taken to leave
no poin% unguarded that could tempt & plundering procliviiy. About the time I‘entered
ny protest-against the sbandonment of this place by the military wus ithe critical
period. Up to that time the hostile Indians had playgd their game well With

tliese Indians. Eut they failed to play their best trumps at the right time; they

lost the trick and the government won tte game. 1 regard the crisis passed, although

some danger exists that the hostile Indians may mske a raid through this s ion

some time during the coming autumm b fore going finally into winter gquarters. Ly
views relaiive to the danger which has existed of itrouitle with those located in ﬁhis
section, together with some of the influenées provably at work liable t0 produce =&
rupture, having been spoken of in my monthly re?ort for Kay and June, current, 1 deem’
it unnecessary to reprﬁduce ther here. |

Considering the many disadvantages and disappointments which have attended the

farming operations of thresc Indizns, I think the progress they huve made very remark—
atle. .4 very general desire Lo plant‘segms to prevail amons the Lower Erules, Two
hettles, Hinneconjous, Sans arcs, Lower Yanctonnais, and ILlackfeet; alco one of

he principal chiefs of the Uncpapa band has expressed to me a desire to locate

with about 35 lodges. 7This is a cheering evidence not only of & desire to maintain
terms of friendship with the government, but also to better their own miserable
condition and avert some of the suffering which visits them every winter like a
terrible scourge entvailed upon their existence, carrying many to the grave. Indians
have annatural aversion to every kind of manual labor, save alone suchk és attackes .
to the pursui%s of war and the chase. Tor & man to perform any other kind of labor

is to them an hereditary nction of inferiority; the chuse is thei
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