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They s t i l l  occupy a t  t h i s  time an i s o l a t e d  pos i t ion ,  p resen t ing  a thlhly 
s e t t l e d  fromti  ~ . i a  e v e ~ y  d i r e c t i o n ,  with a r e s t l e s s  people branching out i n ,  I search  of s b e t t e r  p lace ,  o r  of b e t t e r  mines. To dfffend t h  

t- 
C p 3 s ~ i . t ~ ~ ,  m d  a l l  we can do i s  t o  d a i  

ntirne they c an tzke  ca re  of tiierns$lvws*;'- 
they t r a v e l  o r  b r ing  t h e i r  ptoreb from t h e  o l d e r  p a r t s  of our country as s a f m  

8 as t h e  case'adrnits of. 
This br ings  m e  $p t h e  cons idera t ion  of the  ques t ion  of t h e  Indians,  ..ho, 

- innomadic B&ms and predatory bands, i n f  e a t  t h e  whole country described, 
s o ~ e t i z t e s  i n  one p lace  and then i n  another .  These Indians a r e  un ive r sa l ly ,  by 

t the poeple of our f r o n t i e r  and of our  i s o l a t e d  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  regarded as 
h o s t i l e ,  and we, the  m i l i t a r y ,  ciiarged with genera l  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  i n f a n t  

f se t t l ement s  and long r o u t e s  of t r a v e l ,  have t o  dispoae our t roops and a c t  as 
though they were h o s t i l e ;  while by the  l a w s  of Congress@ and t h e  a c t s  of our  
execut ive a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t h e s e  Indians a r e  conshrued under the  quardianship and' 
proPeotion of the  genera l  Government, through c i v i l i a n  <--agents, 

***83$***** 

lildsns do .zot read,  and b n l y  know of our power and s t r e n g t h  by whzt they see ,d  
and they always look t o  the  man who commands Boldiersas  t he representa t ive '  & 
of our  goverment ,  The complaints of s h o r t  payment by t h e  agents  a r e  un ive r sa l  

, , and the  Indians themselves would oe more l i k e l y  t o  r ec ieve  the  ample annui% 
i e s  suppl ied b y C o a r e s s  i f  the Agents were required t o  make t h e  semi-annual j s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  inspec t ion  and con t ro l  of t h e  m i l i t s a y  commanders, who, as a m 
rule, a r e  . ,ot  s o  l i a b l e  t o  be cormrgted by the chances of g a i n  a-d pecula t ion  
as temporary ap:)ointees. 

t 
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But t h e  wandering Sioux, who rove 
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from l ime  t o  Bbont., and down as far aa t h e  Arkansas, have done a c t s  of p ~ e d a 0  
predatory h o s t i l 3 y  almost i m ~ o s s b b l e  t o  fo resee  o r  t o  prevent ,  I n  1Le manner 

1 

I ppropese t h e  coming year , (wi th  your consent, and with t h a t  of the  
i Secre tary  of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  i n  zhose c o n t r o l  these  Indians a r e  supposed t o  b~,) 2 

t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  S ioux  nortiA.gga,t&e, ,glaa$te, weat of t h e  niss~ur&. r i v e r ,  and ea ; d ~ & - ~ - n e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ * ~ ~ ~ " " o " " O ~ n t a n a  which sxar t s f rohiGTanii e f o r  Virg in ia  O i  t g  b3\ i 
way og. Foers R eno, P h i l l i p ,  Bearny. C.F. Smith, &c. All Siouri found ou t s ide  
of t h e s e  i i m l t s  without a w r i t t e n  pass from some m i l i t a r y  commander de f in ing  
c leargy  t h e i r  ob jec t ,  should be d e a l t  nrith swnmarily. I n  l i k e  aanner  I would 

a .  t h e s e  Indians 
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