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Yet i n  both cases the human s p i r i t  r i s e s  s u p  i o r  t o  t h e  urge of s e l f -  

preservation. Among On-top-of-the-bull's conrades i s  h i s  o n younger brother. 
Xhen t h i s  h a  has gone F l i t t l e  ways, he burs ts  out crying: "If I l e  ve m.f brother 
while he is sti l l  d i v e ,  I'll never forget tha t .  I w i l l  not go, 1'11 stay  -.tith 
him." Elor is t h i s  a l l .  Vhen the party gets  home, On-toprof -the-bull's sweet- 
hear t  learns  of h i s  p l ight  m d  decides t o  rescue hi?. 0 e of the m i o r s  t e l l s  
2er the  route ,  but witn scant encourA&ement: "If you donPt freeze and are not 
k i l l ed ,  you can get t o  him," She s t e a l s  away with provisions, crosses r i v e r  a f t e r  
r i v e r  on the i ce ,  f inds  her lover,  -nd brings him her  food. Yet another t r i a l  
awaits her. The brother s igh ts  a hos t i l e  par ty  advancing towad  them, and the  
older mzzn bids h i s  mistress conceal herself .  She 5assrers: "1 have come a 10% 
-my t o  see  you 2nd s h a l l  d i e  with you now." By a lucky chance the enemy turns 
i n  another direct ion,  nd t h e  rescue is consu mted. The h i s t o r i c a l  p a r a l l e l  - 
holds s imilar  ac t s  of devotion. ahen Young-cottontailts mates hsve gone a cer- 
t a i n  distance,  they turn back crying and o f f e r  t o  take him dong,  A second time 
he bi ds them leave him 2nd save themselves, &hen they re turn ,  t he  youth's f ;ther 
f inds  out a l l  about h i s  whereabouts and a t  onee s t a r t s  out with z: rescuing party, 

*How i s  he get t ing on, I wonder? Is he s t i l l  a l ive? '  he s&&d and went off crying." 
They reach the  hero and bring him back i n  safety,  

Tales l ike  these explain what soc i a l  bonds mean where there is no paterna- 
l i s t i c  S ta te  t o  guard i ts vards. The s ing le  hman being is 2 mere wor12 a t  the mercy 
of' the elements. i?, man may be a cha:f:pion marksrizn, but when there is  no game t o  
shoot he f a l l s  bsck on the pemmican h i s  wife has stored acainst  t h a t  very emer- 
pency; anceven i n  the chase he is  most e f f i c i en t  when he hunts i n  compeny. Eiis 
rbbes and leggings a r e  t he  work of h i s  :qives or  kinswomen; h i s  very arrows a r e  
not of h i s  o m  rnalring but the hr-nciwork of sk i l l ed  craftsmen. I f  he seeks renown, 
~ h ~ i t  a r e  h i s  chances e s  a lonely ra ider?  Even a well-organized pmty  w a s  l i ke ly  
t o  be cut t o  pieces or  be h r d  put t o  it .:hen f leeipg froK superior numbers. Crisis 
lowered on every side.;and it ~ e a n t  everything t o  be able t o  face l i f e  not d o n e  
but x i t h  8 comrade, silielded by one's f a x i l y  -sd clan, i n  the bosom of one's club, 
That is s h . ~  the kinless m n  :.;as an outcast and byword of shame, the ta rge t  f o r  the  
b ru t a l i t y  of s ad i s t i c  tribesmen, forced t o  throw himself on the mercy of berii.cn 
sqernature1.s. 

Yet here i s  a curious f.r,ct. Battered by natural  forces :nd surrounded 
by enemies, the Crow managed t.0 wrest from e is tence h i s  portion of happiness, 
Ask an Indian of the  old school xhether he prefers modern securi ty  t o  the days 
of h i s  youth: lie w i l l  brush as ide a l l  recent edv-ntages fo r  h v~hifz of t he  buffrlo- 
hunting days. If there w a s  s ta rva t ion  then, there  were buffalo tongues, too,-- 
supreme anonp ezr thly  a s h e s ;  if you were l i k e l y  t o  be k i l l ed ,  you hed a chance 
t o  gain glory, Chat is  a Crona t o  look f o r w ~ r d  t o  nowadays? Shal l  he enter  unequal 
competition with the & i t e  farmers? And h i s  s i s t e r  asp i re  to wash the laundry of 


