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the whole machinsry of the law; and the contact of the “ndizn with
the whites has éo far demoralized him as 0 rean.er it unsafe iohger
to trust'to his honesty.
SKRTCFES OF SUI 0F TEL ELFLY TRADERS.

Heving indulged in thess ganerél remarks, with reference to the
indian:traders, 1 shall vprocesd to particularize a very feﬁ of the
elass 1 h:ve described, with whom it was my fortune t0 become per-
sonally asccuainted.

Jogeph Reuville wss one of these men, and as a memoir bf him has
heretoiore been nublished in your annals, I will merely mention the

fact that he was the first sctock raiser of linnessts, for mors than
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twenty-{five yesars agzo, at Lac gui Parle, he owned sheep by the
nundreds, and cattle by the score.

Louis Provencalls was a man of even less education than Renville,
but like him, he wes gifted with a strong natural intellect. He kept
his Indian credit books by hieroglyphics, havineg a peculiar figure
for each article of merchandise, understood only by himself, snd in
marking down peliries rsceived from ths luvdians, ne drew the form
of the snimal, the skiu o7 which was t0 be revresented. He had slso
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a mode of indicsting the names of h
books peculiar to himself. ZFortunately he had mastered the mystery

of Tigures sufficientily well to exnress by them the émount hﬁk

.wished to designate, zpnd the general correctness of his accounts did
0ot sdmit of question.

He it ic of whom it is truly related, that when threstened by - ai ~
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band of wild Dakotas with the pillage of his goods, he seized a firs-
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brand, and holdipg it within a few inches of an open keg filled with
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guopowder, he declared his d:termination to blow them, with himselZf,



