
ERNEST V. SUTTON, 1625 OAK ST.. SOUTH PASADENA. CALIF. 

1 ( 
'7 ,  S. Campbell, Karch 16, i948 

' t  'iabrman, Okl~homa, 
, \ Dear Idr. Campbell; (Iam always incl ined t o  address you by : your w r i t e r ' s  name) Yours of the 12th reeeived and noted. I 

bel ieve every one who has any intimate howledge of the Indians 
w i l l  agree the Bureau should gradually be abolished 2nd the 
wards given the sDme opportunit ies  we give t o  foreigners.  You are  
a l so  cor rec t  i n  what you say about ge t t i ng  in fomat ion ,  I don't  
think e i t h e r  of us w i l l  disagree when it comes t o  dfscussing 
Indians as  a people; we might i n  cases of the individual. Condi- 
t l n s  and surrounding circumstances may give each individual  a 
d i f f e r en t  view. 

A s  you are  fami l ia r  with these people, who, a f t e r  a l l  a re  muck 
the same as  the  Pueblos i n  t h e i r  rel igiorut  o r  philosophy of 
l i f e  I should Like t o  t e l l  you of an experience I had a few years 
ago, It doesn't  sound sensible  but i s  absolutely true. 

I n  August, I938 I wakened one mornfng with an i t ch ing  eye, muc 
as if a winker was bothering me, My wife t o l d  me t o  wash it out 
with bor ic  acid,  which I did. The trouble grew worse and an oeuli)' ' 
was contacted and pronounced the trouble as u lcera ted cornea. It 
gradually grew worse u n t i l  I had t o  take opiates i n  order t o  ge t  
any r e s t ;  a l so  biehlor ide  of mercury salve was applied f r ee ly ,  
( t h i s  ocu l i s t  was considered one of the bes t  i n  the  country) 
The doctor f i n a l l y  t o ld  me the  eye would have t o  be taken out i f  
the  other eye was t o  be saved. 

Now t o  go back a l i t t l e  over a year: I am an adopted member of  
the  Hopi t r i b e  and v i s i t  them regula r ly  and f o r  long periods, One 
time I took with me on one of these v i s i t s ,  an old Scotchman, 
p rac t i ca l ,  t h r i f t y  and hard boiled, but,  f o r  some unaccountavle 
reason he took t o  them and they t o  him; he believed i n  t h e i r  
mode of l i f e  and became a good friend. He never had a chance t o  
v i s i t  w i t h  them again, but  did m i t e  and send presents.  One time 
I s t a r t e d  with him on another visit, but  when about a hundred 
p i l e s  on our way (about three  0 clock i n  the morning) he was' 
taken v io l en t ly  ill and a f t e r  receiving temporary aid, I drove ba 
back home with him and he was i n  the  hosp i t a l  f o r  severa l  month, 
gradually growing veaker and weaker u n t i l  the doetors s a i d  he 
never would recover ( i n  f a c t  would not l e t  me i n  the room t o  see 
him) I wrote the Indians t h a t  Mc was very l o w  and not  expected t o  
l i ve ,  andthat, it  being time f o r  the Sogal, I wished they would 
pray f o r  him and make a paho. ( This i s  a s o r t  o f  prayer s t i c k )  - 
I n  a few days I was asked t o  come and see the s i c k  man, and when 
I went i n t o  the room he was s i t t i n g  up and looking mueh as he had 
i n  the past. Astonished, I asked what had happened and he pointed 
-to the fea ther  hanging from a s t i c k  over h i s  bed, He a l so  had a 
l e t t e r  frolr my Indian f r i end  i n  which he was t o ld  not  t o  take any 
medicine, look t o  the e a s t  and hold good thoughts. Today t h i s  man 
s t i l l  bel ieves he was cured by the Indians. Xind you, he i s  not a 
man swayed by the usual  b a l l y  ho. 

To r e tu rn  t o  my own case: Nac , when I became so ill, m o t e  
t~ my f r iend  and asked h i m  t o  do f o r  m e  what h2d been done f o r  h i  
3emember I had been confined t o  my bed f r o  l a t e  eAugust and it w 
was now nearly Christmas, On the  23d of December f got the paho 
and l e t t e r  jus t  as BTac had, and giving the same advice. The docto 
was akked if any danger would r e s u l t  from t rying the Indian metho 
and he rep l ied  tha t ,  as  him treatment was accomplishing nothing i 
it would be a l l  r i g h t  provided I could stand the pain, Usually, o 
?n going t o  bed I took a s leeping potion, my eyes :mre smeared 


