
A s  a people,  the var ious bands along the  r i v e r s , ~ n d  l akes  

mere f a r  more w i l l i n g  t o  be taught  than the tenacious Reds of the vas t  

P r a i r i e .  Tliese a r e  n a t u r a l l y  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  both s p i r i t u a l  and temporal 

th ings ,  and i n  many cases  i t  i s  t o  be feared  they a r e  the  l o s e r s ,  not  

only now but w i l l  be forever .  fdoreover, the Jood Indians a re  genernl ly  

b e t t e r  workers being taught  from childhoo' t o  develop the  muscle by 

paddling and roving,  r a t h e r  than d r iv ing  ,and r id ing ,  

I n  1883 're discontinued connect ionni th  the Church of England,' 

b u t  continued the 1,vork of ixeaching the  gospel among t h e  Indians;  and 

f r o x  1884 t o  1896 o r  7 ,  the n r i t e r  acted a s  Indian Agent f o r  the Pas 

Agency. A t  t h t  Pas proper ,  sorile 400 f ~ r m e d  the band, t-rhile about 600 

o t ,  e r s  nere  loca ted  oil Reserves a t  Cumberland, Birch River ,  Shoal Lake, 

Bed Ear th ,  ILoose Lalce, Cedar Lake an3 Grand Rapids. I n  the  ea%ly days 

thcse  were oftcii v i s i t e d  bycanoe o r  boat  i n  summer and : ~ r j t h  dogs i n  

-+vinter, Kore than once thc  Treaty money rias fetched f r o m  ;"iinnipeg, a  

journcy of some 400 miles  on tln~ r i v e r s  3.;~ over Laice -,'/innipeg. Zn 

w ' n t e r ,  t o  v i s j t  every Reserve and r e t u r n  t o  t he  o f f i c e  t h e  d is tance  

covere$. :-[as near ly  500 miles ,  on snow and i c e ,  r,t onc tirnc camping out ,  

a t  ano.tht. r i n  Indian houses 2nd f requen t ly  kiou: ed by thc: hospi tab le  
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a t  the  P::s, a s  t h t  n: j t ives  were l o y a l ,  and t h e i r  f i s h i n g  $.nd hunting 

grounds afforded a s  e r u l e  f o o d  and c lo th ing  f o r  those who were able  and 

mi l l ing  t o  worlc. I n  Clear I"tat;er Lake, i n  add i t ion  t o  vas t  numbers o f  

'wh i t e  r 3 d  otl:$ r f i s B ,  some Tine t r o u t  were caught a t  times weighing 
I 

twenty and t h i r t y  zounds. I n  thc r i v e r s  and l a k e s  genera l ly  i n  high 

v a t e r  f i s h  abounded and sometimes a Sturgcon was caught weighing 6 0  l b s .  

an2 t h a t  coulS be bought f o r  75#. I n  Karcl~ f o r  some Pive miles  do:m the  

rivermen ~1,112 wonen ;-:auld s i t  on the  i c e  v i t h  nerr ly a b lmire t  pu t  :I:! f o r  

s h e l t e r  a t  m t e r  holes  anglini  f o r  jack f i s h .  This o f t e n  

even i n  cold nc,%t:qer. Sometimes i n   inter F. fe7:r csr ibou v~ould f ind  

t l i ie r  i"~:-?- t i 7  'u î i S  neighborhood, bu t  i n  tht  f a r  norJch they  were very 

numerous inilieil and could be k i l l e d  yuifie near t h c  f o r t s .  Tvfooct: and 

o t l  c r  l z r g e  game .-;erc pberitifrrl : o t h ~ t  these Indians were >?ell  


