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It w a s  ( I  th ink)  i n  1875 t h a t  Swan River (some 10 miles  

beyond Por t  ~ e l l y )  p r a c t i c a l l y  became f o r  a  b r i e f  season the Capi ta l  

of the  North Vest,  but  was soon abandoned f o r  Bat t le ford .  During 

the  s h o r t  time t h a t  the  P rov inc ia l  Government was t h e r e  i$ :;?as my 

p r i v i l e g e  t o  meet the  Hon. David Lai rd ,  Mr. Forget ,  C o l .  Richardson, 

Judge Ryan, Col. and Nrs. Prench and o ther  notables .  On one occasion 

a policeman a r r ived  a t  t h e  Mission t o  g e t  married,  having t r a v e l l e d  

a l l  t he  way f r o m  t h e  Barracks with another o f  t he  Force, br inging  the  

l a d y  i.ri t h  him. 

I n  those e a r l y  days when barbarism s t i l l  clung t o  some of 

t h e  I n d i m s ,  i t  sometimes happened t h a t  f inding  t h e i r  old people a  

bu7-den t o  them i n  t h e i r  nomadic l i f e ,  a poor aged c rea tu re  vould be 

abandoned by them, and i f  r e p o r t s  a r e  c o r r e c t ,  the castaway might 

af terwards be found dead. I n  the  e a r l y  Spring of 1876 a  poor o ld  

Toto woman was thus  refused support  by ner r e l a t i v e s ,  and she l i v e d  

alone among tlie b l u f f s  neajc the  E~Iission, snaring r a b b i t s  aild begging. 

One morning about t h r e e  o r  clock t.ie a e r c  aroused by " c ~ e  barkinfj of 

t h e  dogs. I t  appears t h i s  woman had awakened i n  t h e  n ight  and found 

one o f  he r  arms use less .  Thinking something dreadful  had happened 
i 
/ t o  he r i  she went t o  the top of a  h i l l  a . ~ d  began t o  shout i n  an 

a g i t a t e d  s t z ~ t e  o f  miqd. Ue looked ~ f t e r  he r ,  a .~ld  m d e  some s h e l t e r  

f o r  he r  during t h e  r e s t  of her  l i f e ,  which soon cane t o  an end. A t  
on 

' f i r s t  hear ing t h ~  word o f  God she would laugh, but  t h a t  same soul  

p ie rc ing  sword of  t h e  S p i r i t  soon smote her  i n  the depths of her  soul. 

She became converted t o  God and was bapt ised.  She did n o t  l i v e  long 

but  went t o  be with Chr is t  i n  a  b e t t e r  Home. This was the  first  

Endian bur ied  i n  the  cemetrywhich i s  now zl v e r i t a b l e  grave-yard, 

A t  i n t e r v a l s ,  both i n  ??inter and Summer v i s i t s  were made 

t o  F o r t  P e l l y ,  Long Lake and For t  Qutbppe l l e ,  respect ive ly .  The 
- 

o l d  Chief "Pasquaw was h, hard case both  f o r  the  Government and t h e  

hlission. I th ink ,  he too ,  vent  a l l  the  way t o  Swan Rdver t o  beg, 

I n  J:<nuary 1877 a  journey was undertaken t o  Yel ly and Swan River. 

Was t o l d  t h e  thermometer stood a t  4 7  below. N r .  Forget k indly  


