
a r e  occasionbl ly discovered. The Indians once mode t h e i r  own earthen- 

ware v e s s e l s ,  but  t h a t  i s  now a  l o s t  a r t  amongst them, The m - i t e r  once 

examined an anc ien t  grave where a man, woman and c h i l d  had been bur ied ,  

and found among the  bones var ious a r t i c l e s  of i n t e r e s t ,  among which was 

a  piece of a  p o t : -  a  f i n  specimen o f  t h ~  a r t  r e fe r red  t o .  And along 

the  shore of  the  lizlre where xTre spent about. 20 years  many small  pieces  

were picked up. 

The Crees have r e t z i n e d  a gure language. The Snmpies  have 

a ~nucii i n f e r i o r  d i a l e c t ;  though they a r e  f a r  ahead i n  many things.  It 

would seem a p i t y  i f  the  r i s i n ~  generat ion i n  l ea rn ing  English should 

f o r g e t  t h e i r  Nother tongue, f o r  the pure Cree i s  i n  the  w r i t e r r s  

es t imat ion  a c l a s s i c a l  language. The cons t ruc t ion  o f  i t  i s  b e a u t i f u l  

But s b a n g e  t o  say ,  the  uneducated Indian though speaking gramiakical ly  

has  no i n t e l l i g e n t  knowledge o f  grammar. Unt i l  1,fissionaries came amongst 

them t h e  language tvas not  reduced t o  w r i t i n g ,  but  t o  iori te and p r i n t  

jvith E;m.;lish l e t t e r s  i s  labor ious  work, owing t o  the  l eng th  o f  t he  words 

e s p e c i a l l y  the  verbs,  and  these  en te r  l a r g e l y  i n t o  the  cons t ruc t ion  of 

the  language. I n  t h i s  manner the Indians can express themselves w i t h  

prec is ion .  The Cree verb i s  capable of p r a c t i c a l l y  unl imited 

changes(even i t  has been s a i d ) ,  t o  the forr:lation o f  t'nousands of words 

f r o m  one. The d i f f i c u l t y  of using Ebglish l e t t e r s  soon made it  necessary 

t o  f i n d  o ther  chr%ractcrs ,  and a  Xethodist  1Jissionary named 1,k. Evans a t  

Noraay House invented the  S y l l a b i c  system which has been such a boon t o  the  

na t ives .  There i s  a s t o r y  t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  inde fa t igab le  Missionary used 

t e a  ches t  l ead  i n  niaking the  o r i g i n a l  type.  I have i t  on good a u t h o r f t g  

too ,  t h a t  another l l i ss ionary  nailled BZr. Barnley, t h t  f i rs t  a t  PIoose For t  

Hudson Bay, made a leaden p l a t e ,  an9 c u t  out the  Lord's prayer i n  

s y l l a b i c s  and prin?ed some copies ,  ht.vi 

I n  the  s y l l a b i c  system, every charae.ter 

and the  vowel poin ts .  A most i n t e r e s t i n g  and i n s t r u c t i v e  l e c t u r e  on the  

tlGrammatical cons t ruc t ion  of thc  Cree languageTT w a s  de l ivered  a t  Bourt 

House, T o r t  Garry, In  1862,  by the  Venerabll Archdeacon Hunter, It i s  


