
i t  has, as it concieves, a perfedt r ight  $0 r e g u d  a s  '&menace t 
t o  domestic peace and t r anqu i l l i ty  thedresnce  of diltif.rye,$ withirr 
it borders of a warlike body of diesaffected fn&iad;s, rho have edplio- 
i t l y  defied t t s  jur isdict ion and by t h e i r  own a c t  eqbxaeed-the pro- 
tec t ion  of another power, It may be t h a t ,  i n  the  in't'erest oT 'the seoulc 
r i t y  and wetl-being of both f r iendly Indians and white natives i n  the 
bord'er-land, t h i s  Government ma$ f e e l  constreined t o  enforce sgbmissioa 
upon those th'o after.  openly denying i t s  laws and power and withdrawing 
themselves therefrom may re turn w t h i n  t t s  jur isdict ion with o r  without 
apparent hos t i l e  intent  . Should t h i 8  -i(rotre9riment deci 7e t'o compel 
8 submission of any of these Pndians appearing gn the southern 8ide 
of the f ron t i e r  l ine ,  tt would ha look upopgpew recourse f o r  #x*t 
asylum aCX008 the . l ine -as calling'grbmpt ,a d, e f f i c i e n t  action by the 
B r i t i s H  Government to  repulse, them,, o r  t p  d i ~ a m , * & ~  disable and 
sequestrate them mder  d a x  dqe reeiporrsi-bilit'y f6r' then "a$ a c 
'oomponent par t  03. we*, . I territofie.3. populatioh of, the  British-American 
dominion. I 

The impo&tance of L d i s t i n c t  understanding on ' this  point i is  a para 
apprent. It is impossible t o  give sbjmtenence to  any l i n e  od argumsnta 
o r  assumption by .hio'h these savages may qui t  and reewe, rl.$legisnce 
and proteotion at rill, by the mere circumetanoe' .of 'paseing t b  the one 
side' o r  the other pf a conventiopal l i n e  traced &bough the qildesnees 
Before the e r u t t s  e r a  of t h e i x ' h o s t i l i t i e s  began, they were &doubt 
edly subjecttgp yje jurisdmcti'an o'f <the ' ~ n - i t e d  S ta tes ,  as muqh as the 
$andthey: then accu pie'd and even tho t h e i r  mi@;yati'ons i n  ~eqoewabl~e 
surch of food might at t i i e s  oarry them temporarily cacross the -frontie, 
they were therfore  none the l e e s  a par t  of the populatio n of the  US. 
and a l l i e n  t o  Br i t i sh  r u l e .  But when hos t i l i t ' i es  began and the armed 
force of %be Uniteb S ta te s  was stimoned t o  enforce t h e i r  submission. 
they  sought and receive& i a s y l w  and protection aoro,es the border. The 
aigaificance of t h e i r  ac t@ of , s u b i s s i o n  t o  B F i t i  ,ap, protectiaq, as 
they Bhemselves UlYQetrstoodand intended them 'and adlp'its of no" *dd&'t. 
as to  the extent  of t h e i r  intention t o  assume tbe c4araoter of 
inhabktance of B r i t i s h  Domgin and t h e i r  be l i e r  t3at they had done so; 
and no ac t  of her majesties au thor i t ies  i n  the North American 
posseaslons of Qrat Br i ta in  has looked toward denial of t h i s  qi,@lp 
asserted r ight  t o  Br i t i sh  proteotion and a t i l l  l e s s  towards &nfdreoment 
upon them of submiss on t o  the authority of the US, ax of subjecting 
them t o  the treatment usually observed toward revolt  'of 'the a l i ens  on 
the t e r r i t o r g  of a fr iendly power. 

In  t k i s  aspect of t h e i r  re la t ions  the B r i t i s h  Governemnt, t h i s  
Government conoieves tha t  i t  isbound nor - t o  'regard the Indiana as 8B 
comroand as B r i t  i sb Indiaqs. Should they therfore 'make encouragements 
of a hos t i l e  character sn"d s h o u u  t h e i r  povem rits threaten the 
property doqain o r  the means of subsistence of the f r iendly t r i b e s  
of U8 *elling peaceably on t h e i r  assigned reservations, o r  ehould 
ac t ive  ~ i l i t a r y  operatiohs on thepart 09 the US against  them become 
f o r  any cauge lrrevft&bleJ beg t o  c a l l  the a t ten t ion  of a Q H  It 
Government t o  the g r e v t t f .  of  the s i tua t ion  which may thus be 
produced and t o  expresa- a obnfi&e111:i81 hope that  IW Government w i l l  
reodgnize the importaack? of being gepared on t h e  f ron t i e r  with a 
su f f i s i en t  force ei,t%er t o  compel t h e i r  svrrender t o  our foqceq ax 
a s  prdsbners of war o r  t o  disarm and ciisaale tbem from fu t rs rx ther  " 

h o s t i l i t i e s  and subject them t o  such constralnS0 of survailiance and 
- subjection a s  w i l l  preclude any fur ther  d i s t u r ~ ~ o e  of the pe8c.e on the 

f ron t i e r ,  
I have the honor t o #  'beri th the higqes3 *spaat 

8IiZ your obedient servant 
V I l l i a m  M, Everts. 


