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it has, as it concieves, a perfett right to regard as a.menace t
to domestic peace and tranquillity thempresnce of dxmaffsayeg within
it borders of a warlike body of dissaffected Indians, who have eﬂpliv-
itly defied tts jurisdiction and by their own g¢t enbraced the pro-
tection of another power. It may be that, in the interest of ‘the secui-
rity and wekl-being of both friendly Indians and white natives in the
border-land, this Government may feel constreined to enforce submissiom
upon those who after openly denying its laws and power and withdrawing
themselves therefrom may return w thin its jurisdiction with or without
apparent hostile intent. Should thid zGovermnment decije to compel
& submission of any of these Indians appearing pn the southern side
of the frontier lime, it would b= look upon a new recourse for Exanipk
- asylum across the line as calling Prompt a d efficient action by the

British Gowernment to. repulee, them, or to disarm,thka disable and

sequestrate them #nder & mx due Tesponsibility for them ‘as a o
" ‘component part of tge territorieal population of, the British-American
dominion,

The impottance of & distinct understanding on this point iis a vara
apprent. It is impossible to give acuntenence to any line od argumentd
or assumption by . hich these savages may quit and resume allegiance
and proteotion at will, hy the mere circumstance of passing tb the one
side or the other pf a conventional line traced ahrough the gilderness
Before the erxziiw era of their hostilities began, they were undoubt
edly subjecttgp yje . jurisddction of the United States, as much as the
labndthey then accu pied and even tho their migrations in peaceable
surch of food might at tiies carry then temporarily cacross the frontie,
they were therfore none the less a part of the populatio n of the US,
and allien to British rule,  But when hostilities began and the armed
force of the Unites 8States was sumoned to enforce their submissionz
they sought and received tasylum and protection across the border. The

- significance of their actg of submission to Briti sh. protection, as

they themselves unflerstoodand 1ntended them ‘End admits of no-‘doubt.

as to the extent of their intention to assume tHe character of
inhabitance of British Domain and their belier that ‘they had done so;
and no act of her majesties authoritiee in the North American
possessions of Grat Britain has looked toward denial of this midlly
asserted right to British protection and wtill less towards eénforecment
upon them of submiss on to the authority of the US, or of subjecting
them to the treatment usually observed toward revolt of the a11ens on
the territory of a friendly power.

In this aspect of their relations the British Governemnt, this
Government concieves that it isbound now to ‘regard the Indlane as SB
command as British Indians. Should they therfore make encouragements
of a hostile character and should their movem nts threaten the -
property domain or the means of subslstenoe of the friendly tribes
of US awelling peaceably on their assigned reservations, or should
active military operations on thepart of the US against them become
- for any cause inevitable,I beg to call the attention of XNEH X

°  ‘Goverrment to the gravity' of the situation which may thus be

produced and to express a cOnfidential hope that HM Government will

~ recdgnize the importance of being mepared on the frontier with a
suffieient force either to compel their surrender to our forces ax

as préséners of war or to disarm and disable them from futkerrther -
hostilities and subject them to such constraints of survailiance and
subjection as will preclude any further dlsturbance of the peace on the

_frontier ,

' ‘1 have the honor to bevith ‘the hignest xpsp&ct

SIR your obedient servant
William M, Everts.



